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 Paper Practice Resource for Students

   The Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) is Colorado’s standards-
based assessment program designed to measure the Colorado Academic 
Standards (CAS) in the content areas of science, social studies, English language 
arts, and mathematics. The sample items included in this resource provide 
students with an opportunity to become familiar with the format of test items 
that appear in the paper-based test books.

While the use of the sample items is not required, it is strongly encouraged to 
help ensure students are familiar with the types of items they may encounter 
while taking the paper-based test.

 The sample item sets in the CMAS Practice Resources are not intended to be 
representative of a complete unit or test, nor are they intended to cover all 
assessed content or item types. To view assessment frameworks, high level 
blueprints, scoring rubrics, evidence statements and standards for the CMAS 
assessments, visit: https://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/cmas_testdesign.

Item Types:

Selected Response Items

 Selected response items are multiple choice questions. To respond, the student 
indicates their response by fi lling in the circle(s) next to their answer choice.

Correct Mark: Incorrect Marks:

  Constructed Response Items

Constructed response items are questions or prompts that require an 
independent, written response. To respond, the student writes his or her answer 
in the response box in the test book.
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 Converted Online Technology-Enhanced Item Types

 Online technology-enhanced items converted to the paper testing format may 
ask students to:

 • Circle the correct answer

• Complete a table with checkmarks, Xs, or letters from a list of answer 
choices

• Fill in the blank

• Draw lines from boxes to correct answers

• Complete a bar graph or histogram
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ITEM SET 1
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Today you will read passages from Stay! Keeper’s Story and from 
 Forever. Then you will answer questions and write a response based on 
the two passages.

Read the passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story. Then answer questions 1 and 2.

from Stay! Keeper’s Story

by Lois Lowry

 1 “If he begged,” her mother said, “I’d send him outdoors. I can’t stand a dog 
who begs during meals. But it’s hard to scold him when he’s just sitting there 
like that.”

 2 I was glad to overhear her, because it prevented me from indulging in that 
appalling behavior: lifting my paws in a supplicating1 way. Despite my 
mother’s admonitions2 so long ago, I had actually been considering it.

 3 “Doesn’t he have a nice face?” Emily said to her mother. “He smiles all the 
time.”

 4 I gulped, without changing my facial expression. Emily was correct about my 
smile. Since arriving at their house, I had made a conscious effort to 
maintain a pleasant, cheerful countenance3. It wasn’t difficult, because in 
fact it was a pleasant and cheerful household, except for that brief early 
encounter with the cat duo.

 5 But the truth—the real reason for my perpetual grin—was that I didn’t want 
them to recognize me. My previous facial expression, sneering and disdainful, 
had become famous; back in the city, people continually stopped me on the 
street when I was being walked. People magazine had published a 
photograph and included a brief biography of my official dog walker, an 
out-of-work actor originally from Madison, Wisconsin.

1 supplicating—humbling
2 admonitions—warnings
3 countenance—expression
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 6 Emily’s mother had several times commented on how familiar I looked, how 
she was quite certain she had seen me before somewhere. I did not under 
any circumstances want her to recall where. So I conscientiously worked on 
maintaining a serene and blissful face. Dogs can do that. You see it 
occasionally when a dog scratches a certain place on his own side and an 
inadvertent smile appears. I had only to re-create that same smile and make 
it into a habit.

 7 For the first weeks I was not certain whether, in fact, Emily’s mother would 
allow me to remain. The plaintive “Can I keep him?” from a child most often 
brings about a no. So I felt that my tenure was uncertain. Then there began 
to be hints that I might stay. The bowl, for example. For a number of days 
they fed me from an old baking dish. But suddenly a new bowl appeared: a 
heavy ceramic bowl with, I am reluctant to describe, the word FIDO on its 
side. Heinous though FIDO was, still, the dish was clearly a dog bowl 
purchased for me, an investment in my permanent residency.

 8 Then, of course, the acquisition of a name. One cool evening after dinner, as 
we sat by the fire, Emily said again, “Isn’t he great?”

 9 Her mother laughed and nodded, agreeing tacitly to my greatness. Then she 
said, “I guess he’s a keeper.”

 10 “Hey, did you hear that, Keeper?” Emily asked in delight.

 11 It became my new name. First I had been Lucky, then Pal. Now I was to be 
Keeper, it seemed. Well, there are worse dog names. I had met a dachshund 
named Kielbasa once.

 12 They gave it to me, I answered to it, I came when they called me by it, and I 
tried to live up to it.

From STAY! KEEPER’S STORY by Lois Lowry, Houghton Mifflin Company. Copyright © 1997 by Lois Lowry. All rights 
reserved.
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1. Part A

 In the passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story, what does Keeper’s gulp in 
paragraph 4 reveal about his character?

A He was worried, his past would be uncovered.

B He was afraid Emily had misunderstood him.

C He was ashamed of his old owner’s actions.

D He was frightened around Emily’s mother.

 Part B

 Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “Despite my mother’s admonitions so long ago . . .” (paragraph 2)

B “Emily was correct about my smile.” (paragraph 4)

C “. . . I had made a conscious effort to maintain a pleasant, 
cheerful . . .” (paragraph 4)

D “I did not under any circumstances want her to recall where.” 
(paragraph 6)
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2. Part A

 What is the meaning of tenure in paragraph 7 of the passage from 
Stay! Keeper’s Story?

A time spent in a particular place

B chance of a negative outcome

C hesitation about the future

D observation of changes

 Part B

 Which phrase in paragraph 7 helps the reader best understand the 
meaning of tenure?

A “. . . was not certain . . .”

B “. . . allow me to remain.”

C “. . . brings about a no.”

D “. . . began to be hints . . .”
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Read the passage from Forever. Then answer questions 3 and 4.

from Forever
by Pete Hamill

 1 Robert loved gazing into the windows of the shops, filled with objects small 
and large, in colors that were dazzling midst all the gray and black; or staring 
at the sheen on the slates of the sidewalks, where the rain gathered in 
puddles and color sometimes rose from splotches of oil. But it was never his 
street, the Carsons’ street. It was where his mother went on Saturdays to 
buy things that she couldn’t get from the peddlers on the road outside their 
house with its hearth that would never die away.

 2 Beef and fish were the main things she carried away from the town. The 
butcher was a gaunt, pale man who said little. He took his money with a 
grunt and wrapped the meat. Always the money first. He never spoke 
Robert’s mother’s name. No Thank you, Mrs. Carson. No See you about, 
then, Rebecca. The fishmonger was thinner and smaller than the butcher but 
was always laughing and saying, How are ye, Mrs. Carson? when she 
entered. He wrapped the fish before he took the money. Naturally Robert and 
his mother preferred the company of the fishmonger. Bran, however, much 
preferred the butcher, although that dour man never once offered him a hunk 
of stripped bone.

 3 The trip home from Belfast always filled Robert with relief and expectation. 
Sometimes his mother even skipped along, singing a song, accented by 
Bran’s sharp barks, all of them happy to leave the grim city behind, to make 
one final stop at the home of Mrs. Benson, who sold spices and salt. Then 
they rushed together into the greener, leafier, sweeter-smelling countryside. 
Bran plunged into wet meadows and rolled on his back, growling in pleasure, 
cleansing himself of the aroma of rotting eggs that had settled upon him 
from the coal fires of the dark city. Once Bran spied crows gnawing on grass 
or seeds. He rushed at them barking, then skidded to a stop as they rose in a 
black flock. The dog froze for that stunned moment, startled by the gathering 
of crows into a single giant thing that blackened the sky, in awe of a 
movement he could not make himself.
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 4 At home on all days, Robert loved watching his mother transform the raw 
materials of their journeys into sumptuous meals, singing all the while to 
herself, for the joy of the song. She cut meat into cubes, tossed trimmed fat 
to Bran, added spices and vegetables and water, and within hours, all was 
ready. She then vanished into the bedroom and washed her face and hands, 
and always donned the silver earrings the boy’s father had made for her long 
before Robert Carson was born. They were each shaped as double spirals, 
with small clips that attached them to the lobes of her ears. They were 
simple and beautiful, and sometimes she let Robert handle them, and he 
tried to understand how they were made. Horseshoes were blunt and simple 
and powerful; he could see himself making them in the forge; but he could 
not envision the delicacy of these earrings coming from his father’s hard 
hands.

 5 It was always dark when his father came home, and his routines seldom 
changed. Each evening, his father washed, and then hugged the boy and 
whispered words to his mother that the boy could not hear. They ate 
gloriously tasty stews out of the terra-cotta bowls. Or trout from mountain 
streams. Or salmon from the sea. His mother broiled the spiced and salted 
fish on the open fire, basting1 it with butter, laying the fish out for them with 
mounds of boiled potatoes upon a plate. All of this done cheerfully, without 
any apparent effort. Robert loved the way the house filled each night with a 
new odor, a stirring of the sweet peat2 fire and the herbs and spices of the 
food. He would look at his father, see him glancing at his mother. The tall 
man said very little. But when his plate was wiped clean with an end of 
bread, he hugged Robert’s mother and whispered his thanks to her and then 
turned to the boy. A nod. Robert understood and thanked her too. Bran 
always remained still, a prisoner of discipline and ritual, knowing he must 
wait his turn. When the humans were finished, he could begin. Each of them 
saved something for Bran, the skins of fish, some lumps of potato, crusts of 
bread, and he went to his bowl (made by Da from a plumber’s flange) and 
ate with a steady, hungry, well-mannered motion until everything was gone. 
Then he too went over to the boy’s mother and fell to the flagstones before 
her, thankful and content, licking the last spicy remnants from his chops.

From FOREVER by Pete Hamill, published by Little, Brown and Company. Copyright © 2003 by Deidre Enterprises. All rights 
reserved.

1 basting—moistening food with a liquid during the cooking process
2 peat—dried plant remains used for fuel
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3. Part A

 In paragraph 5 of the passage from Forever, what does the phrase a 
prisoner of discipline and ritual say about Bran?

A He felt trapped by the routines he had to follow each night.

B He learned to appreciate the way his family cared for him.

C He was forced to eat the scraps his family gave him.

D He knew he had to follow the rules of the house.

 Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 5 demonstrates that Bran was a prisoner 
of discipline and ritual?

A “. . . understood and thanked her . . .”

B “. . . he must wait his turn.”

C “. . . went to his bowl . . .”

D “. . . until everything was gone.”
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4. Circle the correct word to complete the sentences analyzing how the 
setting of the passage from Forever supports its theme. 

When Robert and his mother take __________ 

unplanned

extended

weekly

secret

trips to Belfast, they go for_____________.

companionship

entertainment

supplies

services

convenient

crowded

familiar

gloomy

Belfast is described as __________, which

hesitant

relieved

curious

afraid

reinforces the idea that Robert is always
________ to return to their home. 
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Refer to the passages from Stay! Keeper's Story and from Forever. Then 
answer question 5.

5. Part A

 Which statement best describes the main difference between the 
structures of the passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story and the passage 
from Forever?

A The passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story tells a story about a 
character who feels unsure of his place in the family, while the 
passage from Forever is about a character who feels comfortable in 
his place.

B The passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story describes the similarities 
between the characters, while the passage from Forever describes 
the differences between the characters. 

C The passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story is told through dialogue 
between two characters, while the passage from Forever is mostly 
one character’s thoughts. 

D The passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story reports events as they are 
happening, while the passage from Forever uses multiple flashbacks 
to earlier events.
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 Part B

 Which two details from the passages best support the answer to 
Part A ? Select one detail from each passage.

A “‘Doesn’t he have a nice face?’ Emily said to her mother.” (from 
Stay! Keeper’s Story, paragraph 3)

B “You see it occasionally when a dog scratches a certain place on his 
own side and an inadvertent smile appears.” (from Stay! Keeper’s 
Story, paragraph 6)

C “For the first weeks I was not certain whether, in fact, Emily’s 
mother would allow me to remain.” (from Stay! Keeper’s Story, 
paragraph 7)

D “But it was never his street, the Carsons’ street.” (from Forever, 
paragraph 1)

E “The trip home from Belfast always filled Robert with relief and 
expectation.” (from Forever, paragraph 3)

F “Then he too went over to the boy’s mother and fell to the 
flagstones before her, thankful and content, licking the last spicy 
remnants from his chops.” (from Forever, paragraph 5)
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Refer to the passages from Stay! Keeper's Story and from Forever. Then 
answer question 6.

6. For each row, write an X in the box to show whether the structure 
contributes to the meaning of the passage from Stay! Keeper’s Story, 
the passage from Forever, or both passages.

The internal thoughts 
of a character 
establish him as an 
outsider who begins 
to fit in.

The chronological 
structure reinforces 
the idea that the
characters follow a 
routine.

The description of 
past events explains 
the relationships 
between characters.

The use of imagery 
creates a peaceful 
tone throughout the
passage.

The description of 
events creates a 
feeling of belonging.

The dialogue between 
characters shows 
how they feel.

Structure of the
Passage

from
Stay! 

Keeper’s
Story

from
Forever

Both
Passages
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TURN THE PAGE AND
CONTINUE WORKING
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Refer to the passages from Stay! Keeper's Story and from Forever. Then 
answer question 7.

7. In the passages from Stay! Keeper’s Story and Forever, the dogs’ points 
of view are different from those of their owners.

 Write an essay analyzing how the dogs’ points of view reveal their 
relationships with the people in their families. Remember to use details 
from both passages to support your ideas.
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Mabel and Jack are an elderly couple in rural Alaska. One day, they playfully 
build a child out of snow, but the next day there are only footprints where 
the snow child had stood. Mabel has had dreams about the snow child ever 
since. Read the passage from The Snow Child. Then answer questions 8 
through 13.

from The Snow Child
by Eowyn Ivey

 1 In the light of day, her dreams were drained of their nightmarish quality, and 
they seemed whimsical1 and strange, but the taste of loss remained in her 
mouth. It was difficult to focus on her tasks, and she often drifted aimlessly 
through her own mind. A faint memory emerged again and again—her father, 
a leather-bound fairy-tale book, a snow child alive in its pages. She couldn’t 
clearly recall the story or more than a few of the illustrations, and she began 
to worry over it, letting her thoughts touch it again and again. If there was 
such a book, could there be such a child? If an old man and woman conjured 
a little girl out of the snow and wilderness, what would she be to them? A 
daughter? . . .

 2 She had sought reasonable explanations. She asked Esther about children 
who lived nearby. She urged Jack to inquire in town. But she had also taken 
note of those first boot prints in the snow—they began at the vanished snow 
child and ran from there into the woods. No tracks came into the yard.

 3 Then there was the frost that crystallized on the window as she and Jack had 
watched, and the snowstorm that had blown her back toward home. . . . 
Most of all, there was the child herself, her face a mirror of the one Jack had 
sculpted in the snow, her eyes like ice itself. It was fantastical and 
impossible, but Mabel knew it was true—she and Jack had formed her of 
snow and birch boughs and frosty wild grass. The truth awed her. . . .

 4 . . . Mabel decided to write to her sister, who still lived in the family home in 
Philadelphia. Perhaps the book was in the attic, along with the trunks of 
clothes and keepsakes that had accumulated there over the years. She sat 
down at the table, a loaf of bread baking in the oven, and was comforted by 
the act of writing. It gave her a rational2 purpose. Either the book was there 
or it wasn’t, but if her sister found it and sent it to her, Mabel was certain it 
would be of consequence. The book would tell her the fate of the old man 
and woman, and the child they had borne of snow.

1 whimsical—playful and amusing
2 rational—reasonable or logical
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 5 “Dearest sister, I hope this letter finds you well. We are settling into winter 
here at the homestead,” she began.

 6 She went on to describe the snow and mountains and their new friends the 
Bensons. She asked about her sister’s children, now grown, and the family 
home. Then, as casually as she could, she inquired about the book.

 7 “Do you remember it, dear Ada? It was one of my favorites for some years of 
my childhood. I believe it was bound in blue leather, but I remember little of 
the story—not even the title. I am sure it is an impossible task I am asking of 
you, but trying to recall the details of the book has become such a distracting 
nuisance to my mind. It’s like having a person’s name on the tip of your 
tongue, nearly remembered but not quite. I only hope by some chance you 
know the book I am thinking of, and better yet know where to find it in all 
that jumble of trunks in the attic.”

 8 Mabel also asked if her sister could send some new pencils, as she intended 
to pick up her former pastime and had only a few stubs in her drawing box.

 9 She sealed the letter, set it aside, and went to the stove. She pulled the loaf 
of bread from the oven, thumped it softly to see if it was done, then slid it 
back into the heat. She glanced toward the window and saw Jack at the 
woodpile. And then she saw the little girl.

 10 She stood in the trees just beyond. Jack hadn’t noticed her. He had taken off 
his coat and was splitting log after log, swinging the heavy maul3 above his 
head and bringing it down with a loud crack into the wood. The girl watched 
and then crept closer, hiding behind a birch tree and peeking around it. She 
wore the same coat of blue wool trimmed in white fur. Beneath the coat, 
Mabel could now see, was a light blue flower-print dress that came to below 
her knees, and high boots or moccasins made of some kind of animal skin 
and fur.

3 maul—a large hammer
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 11 Mabel paced at the window. Should she go to the door and call out to Jack, 
or wait until he saw the girl himself? She was so near she hated to frighten 
her away. Then she saw Jack raise his head and look at the girl. The child 
was less than a dozen yards from him. Mabel held her breath. She could see 
Jack speaking but couldn’t hear his words. The child was motionless. Jack 
stepped closer, a hand extended toward her. The girl stepped back, and then 
Jack was speaking again. It was difficult to see from the window, but Mabel 
thought she saw the girl raise a hand in a red mitten and give a small wave. 
Mabel’s breath fogged the glass. She rubbed it with her hand just in time to 
see the girl turn and run into the trees. Jack stood with his arms at his sides, 
the maul at his feet, not moving. Mabel hurried to the door and pulled it 
open.

 12 “Go, Jack! Go! Go after her!” Her voice was louder and shriller than she’d 
meant. He startled, then looked from Mabel to the woods and back again.

From THE SNOW CHILD by Eowyn Ivey, published by Reagan Arthur Books, an imprint of Little, Brown and Company, a 
division of Hachette Book Group, Inc. Copyright © 2012 by Eowyn Ivey. All rights reserved.
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8. Part A

 What is the meaning of the phrase on the tip of your tongue as it is 
used in paragraph 7 of the passage?

A troubled by thoughts

B expecting answers

C wanting to speak

D almost recalling

 Part B

 Which phrase from paragraph 7 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “‘. . . I remember little. . . .’”

B “‘. . . nuisance to my mind.’”

C “‘. . . nearly remembered . . .’”

D “‘. . . hope by some chance . . .’”
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9. Part A

 Why do Mabel’s dreams in paragraph 1 provoke her to write to her 
sister?

A Her dreams make her want to do things she and her sister did in 
childhood.

B Her dreams remind her of an old book that might be in her sister’s 
house.

C Her dreams are disturbing, so she wants to reconnect with her 
sister.

D Her dreams are confusing, so she wants to ask for her sister’s 
advice.

 Part B

 Which evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . if her sister found it and sent it to her, Mabel was certain it 
would be of consequence.” (paragraph 4)

B “‘Dearest sister, I hope this letter finds you well.’” (paragraph 5)

C “She asked about her sister’s children, now grown, and the family 
home.” (paragraph 6)

D “Mabel also asked if her sister could send some new pencils, as she 
intended to pick up her former pastime. . . .” (paragraph 8)



Page 27

10. Determine how the author develops Mabel’s character by writing the 
letter for one trait in the correct box and writing the number for one 
piece of supporting evidence in the correct box.

Evidence

Mabel’s Character Trait Supporting Evidence

“She sat down at the table, a loaf of bread 
baking in the oven, and was comforted by
the act of writing.” (paragraph 4)

2.

“She sealed the letter, set it aside, 
and went to the stove.” (paragraph 9)3.

Traits

distracted and confusedA.

curious and determinedB.

shy and frightenedC.

“She asked Esther about children who lived
nearby.” (paragraph 2)1.
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11. Read the central idea. Then write the letters for two quotations into the 
box that best help develop the central idea.

“She had sought reasonable explanations.” (paragraph 2)B.

“Either the book was there or it wasn’t. . . .” (paragraph 4)C.

“If there was such a book, could there be such a child?”
(paragraph 1)A.

“She went on to describe the snow and mountains and their
new friends. . . .” (paragraph 6)D.

“The child was motionless.” (paragraph 11)E.

Central Idea: A woman struggles to determine the truth.
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12. Part A

 How does the author use the points of view of the characters to create 
suspense for the reader?

A by showing that Mabel is more concerned about the girl than Jack is

B by showing that Mabel can remember old stories, but Jack cannot

C by showing that Mabel is seeking answers, but Jack is not

D by showing that Mabel sees the girl before Jack does

 Part B

 Which evidence from the passage supports the answer to Part A ?

A “She urged Jack to inquire in town.” (paragraph 2)

B “The book would tell her the fate of the old man and woman, and 
the child they had borne of snow.” (paragraph 4)

C “‘It was one of my favorites for some years of my childhood.’” 
(paragraph 7)

D “Jack hadn’t noticed her.” (paragraph 10)
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 This is the end of Item Set 1.

13. Part A

 How does the snow child made by the couple support a theme of the 
passage?

A By resembling a book character, the snow child supports the idea 
that memories can be soothing.

B By remaining outdoors, the snow child supports the idea that the 
wilderness can be dangerous.

C By disappearing, the snow child supports the idea that imagination 
can be a powerful force.

D By being little, the snow child supports the idea that small things 
can create big problems.

 Part B

 Which paragraph from the passage best develops the theme from 
Part A ?

A paragraph 1

B paragraph 4

C paragraph 7

D paragraph 9
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ITEM SET 2
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Today you will research genetics. You will read three passages, from 
 Mendel’s Peas to Genetic Fingerprinting: Discovering Inheritance , from 
“Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or Nurture?” and from 
“In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human Intelligence.” 
As you review these sources, you will gather information about genetics 
so you can write a response.

Read the passage from Mendel’s Peas to Genetic Fingerprinting: Discovering 
Inheritance. Then answer questions 1 and 2.

from  Mendel’s Peas to Genetic Fingerprinting: 
Discovering Inheritance 

by Sally Morgan

Proving Inheritance

 1 The first steps in the understanding of inheritance date back to the time of 
Gregor Mendel, who lived in the 1800s. He was a monk who worked as a 
teacher in a monastery in Brno, in what is now the Czech Republic. His 
research with pea plants provided the basis for the study of inheritance. His 
breakthrough was all the more amazing because his studies took place long 
before the discovery of chromosomes and genes.

 2 Mendel had read the work of Jean Baptiste Lamarck, a French naturalist. 
Lamarck thought that living things changed their behavior in response to 
changes in their environment. For example, Lamarck believed that a giraffe 
gained its extra-long neck and front legs because it had to stretch up and 
reach leaves on high branches. Over time, this lengthened its neck and legs. 
Its offspring then inherited these characteristics. Mendel decided to 
investigate how inheritance worked.

Working with plants

 3 During the 1850s Mendel started a series of experiments with garden peas. 
He noticed that the pea plants had different characteristics. For example, 
some seeds were wrinkled and others were smooth. Some had purple flowers 
and others had white ones. He decided to study seven of these 
characteristics:

1. purple or white flower color

2. flowers at the top of the stem or on the side of the stem
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3. inflated or constricted seed pod

4. yellow or green pod color

5. yellow or green seed color

6. round or wrinkled seeds

7. long or short stems

 4 He grew many pea plants and then chose two of them to study. He collected 
seeds from these two parent plants. Then he grew a new generation of pea 
plants. He counted how many of the plants had features of one parent, and 
how many had features of the other.

Inheriting characteristics

 5 Mendel’s first experiments showed that a pea plant’s offspring kept its 
parents’ characteristics. This disproved Lamarck’s ideas about living things 
being changed by their environment.

 6 For example, Mendel looked at the inheritance of yellow and green seeds. He 
crossed a pea plant that produced yellow seeds with a pea plant that 
produced green seeds. He collected the seeds and germinated them. These 
first-generation seeds grew into plants that all had yellow seeds. Then he 
crossed two of these plants to produce the second generation. In the second 
generation, three-quarters of the plants had yellow seeds and one-quarter 
had green seeds.

Dominant or recessive?

 7 When the plants were crossed there was no blending of the colors. The plants 
had either green seeds or yellow seeds, and no greenish-yellow seeds. 
Mendel therefore concluded that one characteristic must be dominant, and 
the other must be recessive. A dominant characteristic will mask a recessive 
one. For example, do you have ear lobes? This is a dominant characteristic. If 
you do not have ear lobes, you are recessive for this characteristic. In 
Mendel’s experiments, there were no green seeds in the first generation of 
plants because yellow was the dominant color in the parent generation. The 
yellow masked the presence of the green color.
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Lucky choice

 8 Mendel’s decision to use garden peas was very lucky because the seven 
characteristics that he selected gave clear results. Pea flowers are also easy 
to pollinate and they produce many seeds. He grew thousands of plants and 
this meant that his results were more reliable. By the time his experiments 
were completed, he had examined about 10,000 plants.

 9 Mendel carried on with his research, but this time using a plant called the 
milkweed. This plant behaved very differently from the garden pea. Mendel 
was disappointed by the results he got with milkweed, and gave up his 
studies.

What are Mendel’s factors?

 10 We now know that the factors described by Mendel are genes. A gene 
controls a particular characteristic, such as flower color, or whether or not a 
person has ear lobes. Genes exist in different forms. These forms are called 
alleles. For example, the gene controlling flower color in peas comes in two 
forms, one for purple and one for white. The purple allele is dominant, while 
the white one is recessive.

From MENDEL’S PEAS TO GENETIC FINGERPRINTING: DISCOVERING INHERITANCE by Sally Morgan. Copyright © 2006 
Heinemann Library, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Part A

 What is the meaning of dominant as it is used in paragraph 7 of the 
passage from Mendel’s Peas to Genetic Fingerprinting: Discovering 
Inheritance? 

A superior in quality

B visually prevailing

C being specialized

D more authentic

 Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 7 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . there was no blending of the colors.”

B “. . . had either green seeds or yellow seeds, and no greenish-yellow 
seeds.”

C “. . . there were no green seeds in the first generation . . .”

D “. . . yellow masked the presence of the green . . .”
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2. Circle a word or a phrase in each of the boxed lists to show the 
connection between ideas in the passage from Mendel’s Peas to Genetic 
Fingerprinting: Discovering Inheritance.

second-generation traits can differ

environment can influence traits

some traits are inherited

The author mentions ear lobes to show how
_____________________________.

dominant

recessive

A person with ear lobes displays the _________ trait,

yellow seeds

green seeds

just as Mendel’s pea plants with ____________

purple flowers

white flowers

and _____________ display the same trait.
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Read the passage from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?” Then answer questions 3 and 4.

from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?”

by Anne Underwood

 1 If any child seemed destined to grow up afraid of her shadow and just about 
anything else that moved, it was 2-year-old Marjorie. She was so painfully 
shy that she wouldn’t talk to or look at a stranger. She was even afraid of 
friendly cats and dogs. When Jerome Kagan, a Harvard professor who 
discovered that shyness has a strong genetic component, sent a clown to 
play with Marjorie, she ran to her mother. “It was as if a cobra entered that 
room,” Kagan says. His diagnosis: Marjorie showed every sign of inherited 
shyness, a condition in which the brain somehow sends out messages to 
avoid new experiences. But as Kagan continued to examine her over the 
years, Marjorie’s temperament changed. When she started school, she 
gained confidence from ballet classes and her good grades, and she began to 
make friends. Her parents even coaxed her into taking horseback-riding 
lessons. Marjorie may have been born shy, but she has grown into a bubbly 
second grader.
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 2 For Marjorie, then, biology—more specifically, her genetic inheritance—was 
not her destiny. And therein lies our tale. In the last few years scientists have 
identified genes that appear to predict all sorts of emotional behavior, from 
happiness to aggressiveness to risk-taking. The age-old question of whether 
nature or nurture determines temperament seems finally to have been 
decided in favor of Mother Nature and her ever-deepening gene pool. But the 
answer may not be so simple after all. Scientists are beginning to discover 
that genetics and environment work together to determine personality as 
intricately as Astaire and Rogers1 danced. “If either Fred or Ginger moves too 
fast, they both stumble,” says Stanley Greenspan, a pediatric2 psychiatrist at 
George Washington University and the author of “The Growth of the Mind.” 
“Nature affects nurture affects nature and back and forth. Each step 
influences the next.” Many scientists now believe that some experiences can 
actually alter the structure of the brain. An aggressive toddler, under the 
right circumstances, can essentially be rewired to channel his energy more 
constructively. Marjorie can overcome her shyness—forever. No child need be 
held captive to her genetic blueprint. The implications for child rearing—and 
social policy—are profound.

 3 While Gregor Mendel’s pea plants did wonders to explain how humans inherit 
blue eyes or a bald spot, they turn out to be an inferior model for analyzing 
something as complex as the brain. Genes control the brain’s 
neurotransmitters and receptors, which deliver and accept mental messages 
like so many cars headed for their assigned parking spaces. But there are 
billions of roads to each parking lot, and those paths are highly susceptible3 
to environmental factors.

From “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or Nurture?” by Anne Underwood from NEWSWEEK, 2/28/97. 
Copyright © 1997 Newsweek LLC.

1 Astaire and Rogers—Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers were famous dance partners who 
appeared in movies in the 1930s and 1940s.
2 pediatric—specializing in children
3 susceptible—likely to be influenced by
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3. Part A

 Which statement best reflects the author’s point of view in the passage 
from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or Nurture?”

A She warns that parents should use caution when attempting to 
change what genetics have determined in their children.

B She believes that good results can come from using a variety of 
experiences to overcome genetic dispositions.

C She feels concern for children who have negative experiences as a 
result of their genetic code.

D She considers it essential to eliminate negative genetic tendencies 
in children.

 Part B

 Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “She was so painfully shy that she wouldn’t talk to or look at a 
stranger.” (paragraph 1)

B “Her parents even coaxed her into taking horseback-riding lessons.” 
(paragraph 1)

C “‘Nature affects nurture affects nature and back and forth.’” 
(paragraph 2)

D “Many scientists now believe that some experiences can actually 
alter the structure of the brain.” (paragraph 2)
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4. Write the letter of one main idea of the passage from “Shyness, 
Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or Nurture?” into the “Main Idea” 
box. Then write the numbers of two details that support the main idea 
into the “Supporting Details” box.

Genetics and life experiences both have roles in
determining behavior.

Nurturing parents can help children overcome
genetic tendencies.

Personality traits like shyness have genetic links.

Main Ideas

A.

B.

C.

Gregor Mendel’s experiments with pea plants
illustrate how heredity works.

Scientists have discovered genes that are
connected to how people behave.

Scientists once believed that genetics alone
determined brain structure.

People’s genes can predict their emotional
responses.

Supporting Details

1.

2.

3.

4.

Marjorie changed after she started attending
school.5.

Supporting DetailsMain Idea
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Read the passage from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to 
Human Intelligence.” Then answer questions 5 and 6.

from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes 
to Human Intelligence”

by Carl Zimmer

 1 In a significant advance in the study of mental ability, a team of European 
and American scientists announced . . . that they had identified 52 genes 
linked to intelligence in nearly 80,000 people.

 2 These genes do not determine intelligence, however. Their combined 
influence is minuscule, the researchers said, suggesting that thousands more 
are likely to be involved and still await discovery. Just as important, 
intelligence is profoundly shaped by the environment.

 3 Still, the findings could make it possible to begin new experiments into the 
biological basis of reasoning and problem-solving, experts said. They could 
even help researchers determine which interventions would be most effective 
for children struggling to learn.

 4 “This represents an enormous success,” said Paige Harden, a psychologist at 
the University of Texas, who was not involved in the study.

 5 For over a century, psychologists have studied intelligence by asking people 
questions. Their exams have evolved into batteries of tests, each probing a 
different mental ability, such as verbal reasoning or memorization.

 6 In a typical test, the tasks might include imagining an object rotating, picking 
out a shape to complete a figure, and then pressing a button as fast as 
possible whenever a particular type of word appears.

 7 Each test-taker may get varying scores for different abilities. But over all, 
these scores tend to hang together—people who score low on one measure 
tend to score low on the others, and vice versa. Psychologists sometimes 
refer to this similarity as general intelligence.

 8 It’s still not clear what in the brain accounts for intelligence. Neuroscientists 
have compared the brains of people with high and low test scores for clues, 
and they’ve found a few.
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 9 Brain size explains a small part of the variation, for example, although there 
are plenty of people with small brains who score higher than others with 
bigger brains.

 10 Other studies hint that intelligence has something to do with how efficiently a 
brain can send signals from one region to another.

 11 Danielle Posthuma, a geneticist at Vrije University Amsterdam and senior 
author of the new paper, first became interested in the study of intelligence 
in the 1990s. “I’ve always been intrigued by how it works,” she said. “Is it a 
matter of connections in the brain, or neurotransmitters that aren’t 
sufficient?”

 12 Dr. Posthuma wanted to find the genes that influence intelligence. She 
started by studying identical twins who share the same DNA. Identical twins 
tended to have more similar intelligence test scores than fraternal twins, she 
and her colleagues found.

 13 Hundreds of other studies have come to the same conclusion, showing a 
clear genetic influence on intelligence. But that doesn’t mean that intelligence 
is determined by genes alone.

 14 Our environment exerts its own effects, only some of which scientists 
understand well. In places where food doesn’t contain iodine, giving 
supplements to children can raise scores.

 15 Advances in DNA sequencing technology raised the possibility that 
researchers could find individual genes underlying differences in intelligence 
test scores. Some candidates were identified in small populations, but their 
effects did not reappear in studies on larger groups.

 16 So scientists turned to what’s now called the genome1-wide association 
study: They sequence bits of genetic material scattered across the DNA of 
many unrelated people, then look to see whether people who share a 
particular condition—say, a high intelligence test score—also share the same 
genetic marker.

 17 Standard intelligence tests can take a long time to complete, making it hard 
to gather results on huge numbers of people. Scientists can try combining 
smaller studies, but they often have to merge different tests together, 
potentially masking the effects of genes.

1 genome—a full set of chromosomes
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 18 As a result, the first generation of genome-wide association studies on 
intelligence failed to find any genes. Later studies managed to turn up 
promising results, but when researchers turned to other groups of people, 
the effect of the genes again disappeared.

 19 But in the past couple of years, larger studies relying on new statistical 
methods finally have produced compelling evidence that particular genes 
really are involved in shaping human intelligence.

 20 “There’s a huge amount of real innovation going on,” said Stuart J. Ritchie, a 
geneticist at the University of Edinburgh who was not involved in the new 
study.

 21 Dr. Posthuma and other experts decided to merge data from 13 earlier 
studies, forming a vast database of genetic markers and intelligence test 
scores. After so many years of frustration, Dr. Posthuma was pessimistic it 
would work.

 22 “I thought, ‘Of course we’re not going to find anything,’” she said.

 23 She was wrong. To her surprise, 52 genes emerged with firm links to 
intelligence. A dozen had turned up in earlier studies, but 40 were entirely 
new.

 24 But all of these genes together account for just a small percentage of the 
variation in intelligence test scores, the researchers found; each variant 
raises or lowers I.Q. by only a small fraction of a point.

 25 “It means there’s a long way to go, and there are going to be a lot of other 
genes that are going to be important,” Dr. Posthuma said.

 26 Christopher F. Chabris, a co-author of the new study at Geisinger Health 
System in Danville, Pa., was optimistic that many of those missing genes 
would come to light, thanks to even larger studies involving hundreds of 
thousands, perhaps millions, of people.

 27 “It’s just like astronomy getting better with bigger telescopes,” he said.

From “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human Intelligence” by Carl Zimmer from THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
May 22, 2017. Copyright © 2017 The New York Times Company.
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5.  Part A

 What is the meaning of the word pessimistic as it is used in paragraph 
21 of the passage from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes 
to Human Intelligence”?

A full of confidence

B lacking the proof

C lacking in hope

D able to predict

  Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 21 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . decided to merge data . . .”

B “. . . forming a vast database . . .”

C “. . . intelligence test scores.”

D “. . . so many years of frustration . . .”
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6. Part A

 How does the reference to astronomy in paragraph 27 of the passage 
from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human 
Intelligence” relate to the author’s topic?

A by emphasizing how broader studies can yield more finely tuned 
results

B by explaining the problems associated with conducting genetic 
studies

C by explaining how the proper technology can make up for human 
flaws

D by emphasizing how the size of genes makes them difficult to study

 Part B

 Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “A dozen had turned up in earlier studies. . . .” (paragraph 23)

B “. . . each variant raises or lowers I.Q. by only a small fraction of a 
point.” (paragraph 24)

C “‘It means there’s a long way to go. . . .’” (paragraph 25)

D “. . . many of those missing genes would come to light, thanks to 
even larger studies . . .” (paragraph 26)
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Refer to the passages “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?” and “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human 
Intelligence”. Then answer question 7.

7. In the passage from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?” and the passage from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 
52 Genes to Human Intelligence,” the authors discuss different scientific 
methods and results related to genes and heredity. Write the letter of 
each method or result into the correct box to show where the 
information appears. 

yielded no significant connection between genes and test scores

involved the observation of a person’s actions

supported the influence of environment over genetic dispositions

quantified a scientific connection using statistics

Methods and Results

A.

B.

C.

D.

Passage from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity,
Joy. Is It Nature or Nurture?”

Both Passages

Passage from “In ‘Enormous Success,’
Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human Intelligence”
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TURN THE PAGE AND
CONTINUE WORKING
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Refer to the passages from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?” and “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 52 Genes to Human 
Intelligence”. Then answer question 8.

8. Write an essay in which you explain the authors’ purposes in the 
passage from “Shyness, Sadness, Curiosity, Joy. Is It Nature or 
Nurture?” and the passage from “In ‘Enormous Success,’ Scientists Tie 
52 Genes to Human Intelligence.”

 Explain how the authors discuss different experiments or procedures in 
order to support their purposes. Use details from both passages in your 
response.
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Read the passage from “It’s Raining Pistachios!” Then answer questions 
9 through 12.

from “It’s Raining Pistachios!”
by Gretchen Maurer

 1 With rubber mallets, we whacked at the trunks of the young trees until 
pistachio nuts dropped down around us, thumping the tarp beneath our feet. 
I plucked one off the ground, peeled off the hull, and pried the shell open. 
The raw nut tasted like fresh air and sun-warmed earth. It was worth the 
eight-year wait.

 2 Before I was born, my parents lived in Turkey. They ate a lot of Turkish 
pistachios and loved the rich flavor. My dad dreamed of owning a pistachio 
farm. Later, he and a friend bought 11 acres near the Russian River in 
northern California. The climate and soil conditions there were perfect for 
growing pistachios.

Getting Started

 3 On a spring morning when I was 12, my family and I piled out of our truck 
with picks and shovels, ready to plant the first of 1,500 pistachio trees. As I 
tamped1 the earth around one particularly spindly tree, I thought, No way 
are these dead-looking sticks going to grow anything!

 4 Pistachio trees take 7 to 10 years to produce nuts. For the first 3 years, we 
watered our trees by hand, using buckets we filled from a 300-gallon water 
tank hauled around on the back of a truck. Later, we dug a pond and 
installed a water-saving sprinkler system. During the dry season, it sprays 
hairlike streams of water between the trees.

Our First Harvest

 5 After eight years, our trees produced our first pistachio harvest. Because 
young trees are fragile, we couldn’t use a machine to shake the nuts from 
the trees. Instead, we whacked the trunks with rubber-tipped harvesting 
mallets that looked like giant cotton swabs. A few hundred pounds of 
pistachios fell onto tarps under the trees during that first harvest.

1 tamped—made more compact



Page 53

Going Organic

 6 A few years later, we decided to grow our pistachios organically. Growing 
organic pistachios means that we do not use pesticides, herbicides, or man-
made fertilizers. This requires a lot of work and creative thinking.

 7 To produce healthy nuts, pistachio trees need nitrogen, so we add it to the 
soil with organic fertilizers. We add a ground-up fish solution to the sprinkling 
system, and we mix shovels full of composted chicken feathers or manure 
into the soil.

 8 We also plant red clover around the trees; it takes nitrogen from the air and 
stores it in its roots. Over time, the nitrogen in the roots leaches into the soil 
and fertilizes the trees.

 9 To control weeds that would steal nutrients from our trees, we hoe around 
each tree by hand and plow between rows.

 10 We’ve even had to weed the pond! When weeds threatened to choke our 
water source, we paddled out in a canoe and pulled the tangly plants into the 
boat. Sometimes we’ve drained the water to let goats chomp on the 
intruding plants.

 11 Crows would devour our pistachios if we let them. So we frighten them away 
with scarecrows and with screeching sounds made by noise machines. The 
screeches mimic the calls of hawks, which prey on crows.

10,000 Pounds of Pistachios

 12 Pistachio trees produce a heavy crop of nuts one year and a light crop the 
next. A good harvest for us these days is 500 times what it was that first 
year—roughly the weight of a full-grown elephant!

 13 Now that our trees are mature, we can collect the pistachios with a 
mechanical shaker. Its padded arm clamps onto the trunk of the tree and 
vibrates it. For about 30 seconds, the branches become a wild blur. Nuts rain 
down onto a tarp, which rolls up and dumps them onto a conveyor belt. The 
belt carries them to a large bin. Later, another machine removes the 
pistachios’ rosy outer hulls and dries the nuts.
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 14 We haul the hulled nuts to a large processing plant where they’re sorted, 
roasted, and salted. The sorting machine has an electric eye that detects any 
dark-stained shells and, with a jet of air, blows them into a separate bin. 
Finally, bagged, labeled, and ready to munch, our pistachios are sold at 
farmers’ markets and in stores.

From “It’s Raining Pistachios!” by Gretchen Maurer from HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN, August 2010. Copyright © 2010 
Highlights for Children Inc.
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9. Part A

 Which sentence best describes the relationship between the words 
mature and mechanical in paragraph 13?

A The word mature indicates the pounds of nuts that are collected 
with the mechanical shaker.

B The word mature indicates the strength required to use a 
mechanical shaker during harvesting.

C The word mature indicates that other machines besides the 
mechanical shaker are needed.

D The word mature indicates the amount of time the mechanical 
shaker is used for harvesting.

 Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 13 supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . clamps onto the trunk . . .”

B “For about 30 seconds . . .”

C “Nuts rain down. . . .”

D “. . . onto a conveyor belt.”
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10. Part A

 Based on information in the passage, how has the family’s process of 
harvesting pistachios changed?

A They use a different method of harvesting for organic pistachios 
than for nonorganic pistachios.

B They originally fertilized the pistachios by hand, but now machines 
perform this action.

C They originally watered the trees by hand, but now they have a 
sprinkler system.

D They use different types of equipment based on the age of the 
trees.

 Part B

 Which detail supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . we watered our trees by hand. . . .” (paragraph 4)

B “Because young trees are fragile, we couldn’t use a machine to 
shake the nuts from the trees.” (paragraph 5)

C “A few years later, we decided to grow our pistachios organically.” 
(paragraph 6)

D “. . . machine removes the pistachios’ rosy outer hulls . . .” 
(paragraph 13)
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11. Part A

 How does the author best indicate her wariness of how successfully the 
trees would grow?

A The author describes years in which the farm experiences smaller 
crops of pistachios.

B The author states that the farm switches to an organic method of 
farming.

C The author is not impressed by the appearance of the young trees.

D The author is unsure if the trees will receive enough water.

 Part B

 Which sentence supports the answer to Part A ?

A “As I tamped the earth around one particularly spindly tree, I 
thought, No way are these dead-looking sticks going to grow 
anything!” (paragraph 3)

B “During the dry season, it sprays hairlike streams of water between 
the trees.” (paragraph 4)

C “Growing organic pistachios means that we do not use pesticides, 
herbicides, or man-made fertilizers.” (paragraph 6)

D “Pistachio trees produce a heavy crop of nuts one year and a light 
crop the next.” (paragraph 12)
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 This is the end of Item Set 2.

12. Write an X to select the claims by the author that are supported by 
evidence in the passage. 

Supported by Evidence
in the PassageClaim

Nitrogen is necessary 
to help trees produce 
healthy pistachios.

Multiple obstacles can 
inhibit the growth of 
the pistachio trees.

Pistachios are easy to 
grow.

Juvenile pistachio trees 
can break easily.

Pistachios have a mild 
flavor.
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ITEM SET 3
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Today you will research William Shakespeare. You will read excerpts 
from three passages: from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet, 
from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial 
Movie,” and from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On.” 
As you review these sources, you will gather information about William 
Shakespeare so you can write a response.

Read the passage from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet. Then answer 
question 1.

from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet
by Emma Carlson Berne

 1 William Shakespeare was an Elizabethan playwright who wrote some of the 
most widely praised dramas in the English language. His surviving works 
include 38 plays and 154 sonnets, as well as a number of other poems. His 
masterpieces include such works as Hamlet, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The 
Merchant of Venice, and Twelfth Night. His plays continue to be performed 
long after his death. They are studied in classrooms everywhere and are 
made into films.

 2 Despite Shakespeare’s fame, little is known about him. What is known for 
certain about Shakespeare could be written in a few paragraphs. Yet great, 
thick biographies have been written about the poet for centuries.

SHAKESPEARE SCHOLARS

 3 Some historical figures document every event of their lives and leave 
scholars with diaries, letters, essays, and musings on their innermost 
thoughts. Shakespeare historians have none of these. The greatest Western 
dramatist in history left no letters and no diaries—he did not even sign some 
of his plays. One of the only personal documents he left behind was his will. 
This lack of documentation has made Shakespeare’s activities difficult to 
trace. However, it is not surprising that there is so little historical record left 
of Shakespeare. He lived 400 years ago, during a time when record keeping 
was scarce or careless.

 4 Scholars look to Shakespeare’s legal and church documents to learn about 
his life. These documents show things such as births, deaths, marriages, and 
land purchases. Scholars also read his plays and poems for clues about what 
Shakespeare might have been thinking and feeling at different stages of his 
life. In addition, scholars look at the letters and writings of Shakespeare’s 
friends and associates for mentions of him.
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 5 With this information, scholars then study the customs of the time. They 
research the lives of other people of Shakespeare’s social class and 
occupation. They look for information regarding his friends and close 
companions. All these things are indicators of what Shakespeare would have 
been doing and who he would have been doing those things with. Despite the 
lack of formal documentation, many Shakespeare scholars are fairly certain 
of Shakespeare’s activities during his life.

THE AUTHORSHIP DEBATE

 6 Some scholars have questioned whether Shakespeare actually wrote the 
works that are attributed to him. Shakespeare left few personal documents, 
letters, or notes. This lack of documentation has led some scholars to argue 
that there is little or no proof that Shakespeare wrote the works attributed to 
him.

 7 This view is controversial; most scholars believe there is no reason to doubt 
that Shakespeare is the author of his famous plays.

 8 Other scholars have suggested a variety of people who might actually be the 
author of Shakespeare’s work: the playwright and poet Christopher Marlowe, 
the philosopher Francis Bacon, and a playwright, poet, and earl named 
Edward de Vere. Some have hypothesized that a countess named Mary 
Sidney or even Queen Elizabeth was the real “Shakespeare.”

 9 These are only theories, however. The author of Shakespeare’s work is still 
assumed to be Shakespeare.

THE MYSTERY

 10 Scholars continue to study the life of William Shakespeare. They try to 
uncover the mysteries of his life to learn more about the man who produced 
so many great works of literature. There are several periods in Shakespeare’s 
life of which almost nothing is known at all. The mystery surrounding 
Shakespeare’s life only adds to its intrigue.

 11 What was Shakespeare doing during those blank periods? What inspired him? 
What were his feelings for his wife and children? And perhaps most 
importantly: Who was William Shakespeare?

From WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: PLAYWRIGHT & POET by Emma Carlson Berne. Copyright © 2008 by Abdo Consulting Group, 
Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Part A

 Which argument is best supported by the author’s reasoning in the 
passage from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet?

A The accepted belief is that Shakespeare is the author of his plays 
despite some uncertainty.

B People are in agreement about which of Shakespeare’s plays 
represents his best work.

C The lack of formal evidence about Shakespeare’s life is an 
uncommon occurrence.

D Scholars will find more information about Shakespeare as they 
study his work.

 Part B

 Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . figures document every event of their lives and leave scholars 
with diaries, letters . . .” (paragraph 3)

B “Scholars also read his plays and poems for clues . . .” 
(paragraph 4)

C “. . . most scholars believe there is no reason to doubt that 
Shakespeare is the author . . .” (paragraph 7)

D “They try to uncover the mysteries of his life to learn more about 
the man who produced so many great works of literature.” 
(paragraph 10)
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Read the passage from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His 
Controversial Movie.” Then answer questions 2 and 3.

from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous 
Defends His Controversial Movie”

by Robert Levin

 1 The Shakespearean authorship question has been a 20-year obsession for 
screenwriter John Orloff. His two-decade quest of researching and writing 
about it comes to an end with today’s theatrical release of Anonymous, a 
costume drama1 centered on that never-ending debate over who actually 
wrote Shakespeare’s plays.

 2 The film adopts the “Oxfordian” theory, crediting Edward de Vere—the 
17th Earl of Oxford and most frequently promoted alternate candidate—as 
the true author of the masterworks.

 3 Here, Orloff speaks about his interest in the subject.

What’s spurred your obsession with the Shakespearean authorship 
question?

 4 I was very tenuous2 at first and unconvinced, as many people are. And then I 
kept on reading and reading and reading, and the more I read, the more 
convinced I became, and the more interested I became in all Elizabethan 
culture, not just Shakespeare’s plays.

 5 I guess I sort of felt, I’ll be honest with you, it was two pronged: On one 
hand [I felt] if Shakespeare didn’t write the plays, what a tragedy it’d been 
that this other person wasn’t recognized. But even more importantly, 
whether Shakespeare did write the plays or didn’t write the plays, we’re 
being taught a lot of bunk about William Shakespeare. I bristle when people 
teach me things and present them as facts when in fact they are not facts. 
That alone was enough to make me want to make this movie.

1 costume drama—movie in which actors wear historical costumes
2 tenuous—unenthusiastic
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What sold you on the notion that Shakespeare wasn’t the author?

 6 For me, you have to start off with the fact that there’s no evidence he wrote 
the plays. . . . There’s no first-hand documentary evidence. You start there. 
Then you go to the ability to write these plays, which we all know are so 
amazing and beautiful and filled with so many metaphors about so many 
things, like falconry and lawn bowling and tennis. . . . One has to make the 
leap that this young man from Stratford-upon-Avon, brilliant though he may 
have been, would have had [to have had] one heck of an education to write 
these things. And yet there’s no record of him having attended any school, 
anywhere, ever.

 7 So, I follow Mark Twain3, who wrote a book about this issue [Is Shakespeare 
Dead?] and said, he, Mark Twain could never have written about the 
Mississippi had he not been a Mississippi riverboat pilot. . . . I happen to 
believe that Shakespeare didn’t have the life to draw from to write about 
court intrigue, to write about the things I was just mentioning, the images 
that are filled through these plays. It just was not the life of a commoner.

What about the argument that Shakespeare could have written about 
nobility without being a noble?

 8 There’s no Internet in 1600. He had no library. No books. There were no 
public libraries. You cannot write about 16th century law accurately because 
you’re gifted. You can only do that because you understand 16th century law. 
I just don’t believe the genius theory. It’s different than music, where you 
only have to learn a certain amount of notes and then you go [and play or 
compose]. It’s different with writing. That’s why Walt Whitman, why Henry 
James, why James Joyce, why all of these writers in particular don’t believe 
Shakespeare wrote the plays. They know what it is to write.

You’ve said elsewhere that the film was controversial when it was 
being cast, attracting ire from Judi Dench4 and others. What did you 
make of that?

 9 I was fascinated by it, actually, that people take it so incredibly seriously. I’m 
sure those very same people loved the play Amadeus, which has absolutely 
no basis in fact whatsoever. Or maybe they love Shakespeare in Love. Clearly 
Judi Dench had no problem with the fantasy that is Shakespeare in Love. It’s 
a lovely film but there’s not one millisecond that has anything to do with 
historical accuracy.

3 Mark Twain—a famous American author who wrote in the late 1800s and early 1900s
4 Judi Dench—a widely respected English actress
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 10 I don’t know why Judi Dench had no issue being in that film; I guess because 
it glorified Shakespeare rather than not glorifying him. I think Simon Callow5 
also had a rather upset reaction when we approached him. People get very 
upset about this. It’s a mystery to me why they get so passionate about it 
above and beyond all other things.

All the attention and controversy has to be a positive in terms of 
getting people to talk about and see the film, right?

 11 Certainly [it helps get people] talking about the film. We’ll see about getting 
them to see it. I hope it does. They’re pretty upset, particularly over in 
Britain. The whole county of Warwickshire, Shakespeare’s birthplace, is really 
up in arms. They’re protesting the movie quite loudly.

In crafting your characters and the narrative, how were you able to 
find the right balance between historical fact, fiction, and 
speculation?

 12 Ultimately, Shakespeare himself was our guide. The Shakespeare histories 
are not really histories. They’re dramas. He compresses time. He adds 
characters that have been dead by the time the events are occurring. He’ll 
invent characters out of whole cloth, like [Sir John] Falstaff in the history 
plays. First and foremost it’s a drama, and just like Shakespeare we’re 
creating drama.

From “The Screenwriter for ANONYMOUS Defends His Controversial Movie” by Robert Levin from THE ATLANTIC, October 
28, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved.

5 Simon Callow—an English actor who starred in the film Amadeus
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2. Part A

 In paragraph 11 of the passage from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous 
Defends His Controversial Movie,” what does the phrase up in arms 
suggest?

A People enjoy the honor that comes with living in the county where 
Shakespeare was born.  

B People prefer other movies that have been made about the life of 
Shakespeare.

C People are angry about the theory that Shakespeare did not write 
the plays.

D People are upset that Shakespeare is not celebrated in the movie.

 Part B

 Which evidence from paragraph 11 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . talking about the film.”

B “We’ll see about getting them to see it.”

C “. . . whole county of Warwickshire . . .”

D “They’re protesting the movie quite loudly.”
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3. Write the letter of one central idea of the passage from “The 
Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie” in the 
box labeled Central Idea. Then write the numbers of two pieces of 
evidence that support that central idea in the box labeled Supporting 
Evidence.

Central Ideas

A. According to John Orloff, the movie Anonymous has much in
common with Shakespeare’s plays.

According to John Orloff, his interest in the authorship debate
about Shakespeare’s plays led to the movie Anonymous.B.

According to John Orloff, people are upset about the movie
Anonymous because they want to protect Shakespeare’s legacy.C.

Central Idea Supporting Evidence

Evidence

“. . . two-decade quest of researching and writing about it comes
to an end with today’s theatrical release . . .” (paragraph 1)2.

“I was very tenuous at first and unconvinced, as
many people are.” (paragraph 4)3.

“. . . I guess because it glorified Shakespeare rather than not
glorifying him.” (paragraph 10)4.

“Ultimately, Shakespeare himself was our guide.” (paragraph 12)5.

“The Shakespearean authorship question has been a 20-year
obsession. . . .” (paragraph 1)1.



Page 68

Read the passage from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On.” 
Then answer questions 4 through 6.

from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? 
Debate Goes On”

by Renee Montagne

 1 “We have been able to discover, over many generations, about 70 documents 
that are related to William Shakespeare of Stratford-upon-Avon, but none of 
them are literary,” says Daniel Wright, an English professor who directs the 
Shakespeare Authorship Research Centre at Oregon’s Concordia University.

 2 “They all speak to the activity of a man who is principally a businessman; a 
man who is delinquent in paying his taxes; who was cited for hoarding grain 
during a famine,” Wright adds. “We don’t have anyone attesting to him as a 
playwright, as a poet. And he’s the only presumed writer of his time for 
whom there is no contemporary evidence of a writing career. And many of us 
find that rather astonishing.”

Records Raise Questions

 3 There are playbills1 that show Shakespeare appearing as an actor in small 
parts and legal documents relating to his stake in the Globe Theater. He left 
a will distributing his precious possessions, including, famously, his 
second-best bed.

 4 But there’s no record that this Shakespeare owned any books, wrote any 
letters, and the half-dozen signatures attributed to him are on legal 
documents only.

 5 “If there were a signature related to Hamlet, we wouldn’t be having this 
debate,” says Diana Price, who wrote . . . the meticulously researched 
Shakespeare’s Unorthodox Biography.

 6 In it, she details all that Shakespeare would have had to know and be able to 
use effortlessly in metaphors and intricate puns: archery, astronomy, 
medicine, technical terms for falconry and royal tennis. The list is long.

1 playbills—posters that announce theatrical performances
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 7 To link any writer conclusively to the plays, Price argues, “we would certainly 
have to be able to support how he learned his languages, how he received 
his education, how he gained his exposure to the lifestyle of the rich and 
famous, how he had access to the court. And I don’t mean as a servant in 
the court, but someone who actually was in there when the power-playing 
was going on. We cannot support any of that for Shakespeare.”

Mark Twain Wasn’t Buying It

 8 Mainstream academics mostly deride efforts of independent scholars like 
Price. It’s a tad bit harder to shrug off challenges put—with great wit—by the 
likes of Mark Twain.

 9 The American humorist never could reconcile what was known about the man 
from Stratford with the writer who penned “such stuff as dreams are made 
on.”

 10 Twain even wrote a pamphlet in 1909 poking fun at the Bard2, called Is 
Shakespeare Dead? The following is an excerpt:

It is surmised by the biographers that the young Shakespeare got his vast 
knowledge of the law and his familiar and accurate acquaintance with the 
manners and customs and shop-talk of lawyers through being for a time 
the CLERK OF A STRATFORD COURT: just as a bright lad like me, reared in 
a village on the banks of the Mississippi, might become perfect in 
knowledge of the Behring Strait whale-fishery and the shop-talk of the 
veteran exercisers of that adventure-bristling trade through catching 
catfish with a “trot-line” Sundays.

For Bard Backer, Proof’s in the Name

 11 Stephen Greenblatt, a professor at Harvard and author of the best-selling 
biography of the Bard, Will in the World, is one of America’s most esteemed 
Shakespeare scholars.

 12 “Like most scholars, I think it’s reasonably clear that the man from Stratford 
wrote the plays,” he says. “But it’s certainly a subject that doesn’t go away. 
He does seem like he did drop in from another planet. The level of 
achievement is remarkable.”

 13 Remarkable, says Greenblatt, but possible, even for a village lad if he were a 
genius. Greenblatt has little use for those who question the authorship of 
Shakespeare’s works.

2 the Bard—a name used for William Shakespeare that literally means “the Poet”
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 14 He says the most powerful evidence of authorship is the simplest: that the 
name William Shakespeare appeared on some of the plays published during 
his lifetime.

 15 “It’s nothing that gives you the kind of certainty that can never be called into 
question,” Greenblatt says. “Anything can be called into question. But you’d 
have to have a very strong reason to believe that there was skullduggery3 or 
an alternative account.

 16 “It’s true . . . that there are no manuscripts and no letters, but we’re talking 
about something a very long time ago.”

From “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On” by Renee Montagne from MORNING EDITION, July 3, 2008. 
Copyright © 2008 National Public Radio.

3 skullduggery—trickery
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4. Part A

 What is the meaning of reconcile as it is used in paragraph 9 of the 
passage from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On”?

A confirm the facts about

B learn to appreciate

C agree to study

D find humor in

 Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 8 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “Mainstream academics . . .”

B “. . . efforts of independent scholars . . .”

C “. . . shrug off challenges . . .”

D “. . . with great wit . . .”
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5. Part A

 In the passage from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes 
On,” which statement best represents Diana Price’s and Stephen 
Greenblatt’s feelings about Shakespeare?

A Diana Price argues that Shakespeare did not have the necessary 
experience to write the plays, but Stephen Greenblatt suggests 
Shakespeare may have been a genius.

B Diana Price focuses on Shakespeare’s ability to run a company, but 
Stephen Greenblatt pays more attention to Shakespeare’s great 
writing skills.

C Diana Price and Stephen Greenblatt agree that Shakespeare’s work 
experience played an important role in helping him become a great 
writer.

D Diana Price and Stephen Greenblatt agree that Shakespeare had 
sufficient exposure to the lifestyle of the people in the plays.

 Part B

 Which two details from the passage best support the answer to Part A ?

A “‘They all speak to the activity of a man who is principally a 
businessman. . . .’” (paragraph 2)

B “‘. . . he’s the only presumed writer of his time for whom there is no 
contemporary evidence of a writing career.’” (paragraph 2)

C “He left a will distributing his precious possessions . . . .” 
(paragraph 3)

D “. . . be able to use effortlessly in metaphors and intricate puns: 
archery, astronomy, medicine . . .” (paragraph 6)

E “‘. . . his familiar and accurate acquaintance with the manners and 
customs and shop-talk of lawyers . . .’” (paragraph 10)

F “‘The level of achievement is remarkable.’” (paragraph 12)
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6. Part A

 How does Mark Twain’s opinion in paragraph 10 of the passage from 
“Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On” help develop and 
refine Diana Price’s claim?

A by comparing his schooling to Shakespeare’s

B by using his knowledge of Shakespeare

C by referring to other researchers’ work

D by describing personal experiences

 Part B

 Which detail from paragraph 10 best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “‘. . . is surmised by the biographers . . .’”

B “‘. . . the manners and customs and shop-talk of lawyers . . .’”

C “‘. . . through being for a time the CLERK OF A STRATFORD 
COURT . . .’”

D “‘. . . just as a bright lad like me, reared in a village on the banks of 
the Mississippi . . .’”
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Refer to the passages from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His 
Controversial Movie,” and from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate 
Goes On.” Then answer question 7.

7. Part A

 In the passage from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes 
On,” Stephen Greenblatt says Shakespeare could have written his plays, 
even if he were just a “village lad.” Based on the passage from “The 
Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie,” how 
would John Orloff likely respond to this claim?

A Genius is insufficient to explain the depth of Shakespeare’s 
knowledge.

B People have been misinterpreting Shakespeare’s life for centuries.

C What really matters is the entertainment value of the plays.

D This theory is only partially supported by evidence.

 Part B

 Which detail of the passage from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous 
Defends His Controversial Movie” best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . then I kept on reading and reading and reading, and the more 
I read, the more convinced I became. . . .” (paragraph 4)

B “. . . whether Shakespeare did write the plays or didn’t write the 
plays, we’re being taught a lot of bunk about William Shakespeare.” 
(paragraph 5)

C “. . . Mark Twain could never have written about the Mississippi had 
he not been a Mississippi riverboat pilot. . . .” (paragraph 7)

D “. . . it’s a drama, and just like Shakespeare we’re creating drama.” 
(paragraph 12)
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Refer to the passages from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His 
Controversial Movie” and from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate 
Goes On.” Then answer question 8.

8. Compare the passage from “The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends 
His Controversial Movie” with the passage from “Who Wrote 
Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On.” Write the letters of two details 
in the box that indicate a disagreement between John Orloff and 
Stephen Greenblatt.

A. The name of Shakespeare on some of the plays proves he 
was the writer.

C. It is possible that a young man from Stratford-upon-Avon 
could have written the plays.

B. There are few historical documents that provide evidence 
of Shakespeare’s life.

D. A person would need to have proof of Shakespeare’s 
education.

Disagreement
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Refer to the passages from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet, from 
“The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie,” and 
from “Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On.” Then answer 
question 9.

9. You have read passages from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet, 
“The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie,” and 
“Who Wrote Shakespeare’s Plays? Debate Goes On.”

 Write an essay in which you evaluate how important the Shakespeare 
authorship issue is to the authors. Explain how the authors use evidence 
to support their claims about Shakespeare. Include details from all 
three passages to support your response.
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Read the passage from “Trouble Sleeping? Go Camping.” Then answer 
questions 10 through 13.

from “Trouble Sleeping? Go Camping”
by Joel N. Shurkin

 1 Throughout most of human history, humans went to bed shortly after the sun 
went down and woke up in the morning as it rose. There were candles and 
later oil lamps, but the light was not very bright so people still went to bed 
early.

 2 Then came Thomas Edison and the incandescent light bulb and everything 
changed, including our sleeping habits. . . .

 3 Scientists at the University of Colorado Boulder found that if you live by the 
sun’s schedule, you are more likely to go to bed at least an hour earlier, 
wake up an hour earlier, and be less groggy, because your internal clock and 
external reality are more in sync. The sun adjusts your clock to what may be 
its natural state, undoing the influence of light bulbs.

 4 The work is published in the current issue of the journal Current Biology.

 5 The disconnect between the outside environment and sleep is one reason 
why even native Alaskans have problems sleeping in the almost endless days 
of the Arctic summers. . . .

 6 The subjects in the Colorado study lived more normal lives.

 7 “We weren’t studying people who had sleep difficulties,” said Kenneth Wright, 
an integrative psychologist at Boulder. “The amount of sleep they got did not 
change. What changed was the timing of their sleep and the timing of their 
[internal] clock relative to when they slept.”

 8 The researchers took eight adults, average age around 30, and followed 
them around the normal course of their lives for a week. The subjects spent 
most of their time indoors while working, studying, eating, and sleeping. 
Most of the light they encountered was artificial. Then, they sent the same 
people out camping.

 9 Sleep and light were measured daily and the hormone melatonin every hour 
across 24 hours, once after the week of living at home, going to work, 
school, and then after a week of camping.
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 10 Melatonin is the “hormone of darkness,” said Namni Goel, a psychologist and 
sleep researcher at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Scientists 
use the hormone to measure photoperiods, or the physiological response that 
organisms have to cycles of daylight and darkness.

 11 “It rises at night naturally, and falls during the day, suppressed by light,” 
said Goel.

 12 Melatonin also drops the body’s core temperature, making it easier to 
sleep. . . .

 13 After the week’s study indoors, the Colorado subjects went camping in the 
Rockies. Instead of artificial lighting, they had only sunshine during the day 
and campfires at night. Wright estimates the light from the sun was four 
times as intense as what they experienced indoors. The nature of the light 
also changed during the day. Think of the bright white light of midday and 
the golden glow that often precedes sunset.

 14 After their week of camping, researchers measured the subjects’ melatonin 
levels again.

 15 The researchers found that the onset of melatonin shifted two hours earlier, 
and the subjects’ actual sleep shifted more than an hour earlier. Their bodies 
were recalibrating themselves, Wright explained.

 16 When they woke in the morning in their normal lives, the melatonin and the 
external time were in conflict. They were waking up, but the melatonin in 
their bodies was telling them they should still be asleep. That might account 
for their still feeling sleepy, Wright said.

 17 When they were out in the outdoors, the melatonin levels and the sun cycle 
were more aligned—the levels went down as the sun rose and before they 
woke up. They were subject to more light—sunlight—for the majority of the 
day.

 18 The relationship between light and sleep and how much sleep a person needs 
has been the subject of several classic experiments.

 19 . . . The average amount of time our bodies consider a day comes 
to 24.3 hours, Goel said.
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 20 Goel and other Colorado scientists agree that the experiment was small, with 
only eight subjects, which limits what can be concluded. Nonetheless, the 
findings justify more experiments like it.

 21 And more camping.

“Trouble Sleeping? Go Camping” by Joel N. Shurkin from INSIDE SCIENCE NEWS, August 2, 2013. Copyright © 2013 
American Institute of Physics. Used by permission of American Institute of Physics.
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10. Part A

 What does recalibrating mean as it is used in paragraph 15?

A starting to function again

B changing into a new form

C becoming more efficient

D getting adjusted again

 Part B

 Which phrase from the passage supports the answer to Part A ?

A “. . . measured the subjects’ melatonin levels . . .” (paragraph 14)

B “The researchers found . . .” (paragraph 15)

C “. . . the onset of melatonin shifted. . . .” (paragraph 15)

D “When they woke in the morning . . .” (paragraph 16)

11. Write an X in the correct box in each row to show the structure used in 
each section of the passage. Write only one X in each row.

Compare
and Contrast

Sequence
of Events

Section from
the Passage

Paragraphs
8 and 9

Paragraphs
16 and 17

Paragraphs
2 and 3

Problem
and Solution



Page 84

12. Part A

 Which statement best explains how the people in the study were 
affected by camping?

A The amount of melatonin in their bodies increased earlier in the day 
while working inside than it did while camping.

B Working indoors led to falling asleep later in the day, while camping 
led to falling asleep earlier in the day.

C The amount of melatonin in their bodies decreased while working 
inside and increased while camping.

D Working indoors led to more time spent sleeping, while camping led 
to less time spent sleeping.

 Part B

 Which evidence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A ?

A “The disconnect between the outside environment and sleep is one 
reason. . . .” (paragraph 5)

B “‘What changed was the timing of their sleep and the timing of their 
[internal] clock relative to when they slept.’” (paragraph 7)

C “Wright estimates the light from the sun was four times as intense 
as what they experienced indoors.” (paragraph 13)

D “The relationship between light and sleep and how much sleep a 
person needs has been the subject of several classic experiments.’” 
(paragraph 18)
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 This is the end of Item Set 3.

13. Indicate the author’s purpose for including each detail by writing one 
letter in each box in the chart. Not all purposes will be used.

Author’s PurposeDetail

A.
to show that the research 

that was conducted is 
reliable

C.
to show the need for more 
research into the effects of 

artificial light on sleep

D.
to show that not all 

scientific studies work out 
the way researchers expect

to explain why the nature of 
light changes during the 

day
B.

E.
to emphasize that humans 
cannot control how natural 
light affects their bodies

The study was published in an important 
science magazine. (paragraph 4)

People who live in Alaska often have 
trouble sleeping during the summer. 
(paragraph 5)

The conclusions that can be drawn from 
the study are limited. (paragraph 20)
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