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	 7	“But these cherry trees do not bear cherries. Only blossoms,” Eliza Scidmore 
said.

	 8	“What! No cherries! . . . What good is that sort of a cherry tree?”

	 9	For more than 20 years, Eliza campaigned for the planting of Japanese cherry 
trees. Each new park superintendent said no.

	10	Then, in 1909, William Howard Taft became President. Eliza knew that the 
Tafts had visited Japan and had seen the blossoming cherry trees there.

	11	On April 5, Eliza wrote to Mrs. Taft. Two days later, Mrs. Taft replied:

Thank you very much for your suggestion about the cherry trees. I have 
taken the matter up and am promised the trees, but I thought perhaps it 
would be best to make an avenue of them, extending down to the turn in 
the road, as the other part is still too rough to do any planting. Of course, 
they could not reflect in the water, but the effect would be very lovely of 
the long avenue. Let me know what you think about this.

Sincerely yours,

HELEN H. TAFT

	12	Mrs. Taft worked quickly and had all available Japanese cherry trees 
purchased from local nurseries.

	13	After Mrs. Taft instructed the park superintendent where to plant them, he 
replied, “But I have planted elm trees along that road.”

	14	“Take them up!” Mrs. Taft exclaimed.

	15	Eliza wrote, “The eighty pioneer [cherry] trees were in their places on the 
next Saturday afternoon.”

	16	The day after Mrs. Taft wrote to Eliza, a Japanese scientist named Dr. Jokichi 
Takamine happened to be visiting Washington with his diplomat friend 
Kokichi Midzuno. Dr. Takamine had tried to get Japanese cherry trees planted 
in New York City. But, similar to Eliza’s efforts, no one listened to him.

	17	When he heard Mrs. Taft wanted to plant even more cherry trees in 
Washington, Dr. Takamine asked his friend, “Will you find out if Mrs. Taft will 
accept 1,000 cherry trees? In fact, I had better give 2,000 trees. She will 
need them to make any show.”
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	18	The two men met with Mrs. Taft. Soon after, she sent them a note accepting 
the gift of trees.

	19	Dr. Takamine donated the trees in the name of Tokyo, Japan, to honor the 
city rather than himself.

	20	Tokyo officials shipped the trees in December 1909, but U.S. inspectors found 
that they were infested with insects and infected with diseases. All but “a few 
of the buggiest trees” were burned. The rest were saved to study.

	21	When Dr. Takamine heard, he immediately paid for more trees.

	22	Japanese officials made sure that younger, completely healthy trees were 
prepared. Two years later, 3,020 trees arrived in Washington, D.C.

	23	On March 27, 1912, Mrs. Taft and the wife of the Japanese ambassador, 
Viscountess Chinda, planted the first two trees. Eliza Scidmore, Ambassador 
Chinda, and the park superintendent, Colonel Spencer Cosby, watched. 
Those two trees still live today.

	24	Since 1912, millions of people have visited Washington, D.C., to see the 
Japanese cherry trees blooming in West Potomac Park. Children play among 
the petals, which fall from the trees like pink and white snow.

	25	After decades of hard work and never giving up, Eliza Scidmore saw her 
dream come true. Washington, D.C., with its blossoming Japanese cherry 
trees, is indeed a beautiful place to visit.

“A Century of Blossoms” by Patricia A. Miller from HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN, April 2017. Copyright © 2017 by Highlights 
for Children, Inc. All rights reserved.
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	 5	As First Lady, she still took an interest in politics but concentrated on giving 
the administration a particular social brilliance. Only two months after the 
inauguration she suffered a severe stroke. An indomitable5 will had her back 
in command again within a year. At the New Year’s reception for 1910, she 
appeared in white crepe6 embroidered with gold—a graceful figure. Her 
daughter left college for a year to take part in social life at the White House, 
and the gaiety7 of Helen’s debut enhanced the 1910 Christmas season.

	 6	During four years famous for social events, the most outstanding was an 
evening garden party for several thousand guests on the Tafts’ silver 
wedding anniversary8, June 19, 1911. Mrs. Taft remembered this as “the 
greatest event” in her White House experience. Her own book, Recollections 
of Full Years, gives her account of a varied life. And the capital’s famous 
Japanese cherry trees, planted around the Tidal Basin at her request, form a 
notable memorial.

Allida Black © 2009 by the White House Historical Association.

5 indomitable—very determined
6 white crepe—a lightweight crinkled fabric
7 gaiety—happiness
8 silver wedding anniversary—25th anniversary
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	 5	Glacier Bay’s Scidmore Glacier is nestled on the side of the Fairweather 
Mountains. This small glacier commemorates a woman who shared the 
beauty she found in the world with others.

From “Eliza Scidmore”—Public Domain/National Park Service











Page 21



Page 22



Page 23





Page 25

The great kiva in the plaza of Pueblo Bonito

	 6	Pueblo del Arroyo, like Pueblo Bonito, was a D‑shaped, multilevel, 
apartment‑like house built in stages (280 rooms and more than 20 kivas). A 
three‑wall structure, one of only a few known in the Southwest, attached to 
the rear wall. Each floor was made of layers of beams, poles, sticks, bark, 
and adobe. The beams have helped archaeologists put an age to the 
dwellings at Chaco Canyon. By examining the tree rings of the wood used, 
they can tell us what year a dwelling was built. . . . At Chaco, the last tree 
ring date is A.D. 1132.

	 7	More than four hundred miles of interlocking ancient roads have been 
discovered around Chaco Canyon. These are not simply worn pathways. 
Rather, they are roads as wide as thirty feet, indicating the engineering 
knowledge of the Chacoans. The widest sections of the roads—double and 
quadruple segments—have been found closest to the Chaco Canyon great 
houses. Pueblo Alto, a great house built on top of a mesa, was the junction of 
several of these roads.

	 8	Chaco Canyon is a desert environment. Its lack of water would have made 
farming difficult. One theory about Chaco is that the great houses were 
public houses. They may have been designed to manage and distribute the 
food supply as well as used for trading. One piece of evidence leading to this 
theory is that excavations2 at Pueblo Alto indicate that only one in twenty 
rooms showed signs of being used for human habitation.

2 excavations—projects to dig and remove earth
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	 9	A widespread trade network was almost certainly in place at Chaco Canyon. 
Many carved objects discovered at the Chetro Ketl site . . . were made of 
materials from as far away as Mexico. The great amounts of turquoise found 
tell us that raw turquoise had been brought from distant mines. . . . The 
distinctive black‑on‑white Cibola pottery excavated at Chaco may have been 
imported from areas beyond Chaco. Probably only twenty percent of the 
pottery used at Chaco was made there.

	10	By the mid‑1100s, there was a decline in the Chacoan population. A 
significant drought, which occurred sometime between A.D. 1130 and 1180, 
may have driven the people to other areas. Overuse of the land and 
depletion3 of resources may have been other factors. It also is possible that 
warfare played a role, although no evidence of conflict has been discovered.

	11	The ancient Pueblo people of Chaco Canyon organized, planned, and built 
amazing dwellings and roads. They also designed beautiful turquoise jewelry 
and objects, carved flutes, and made pottery. But for all the tangible things 
left by these ancient people, there is still much that is not known.

From “All Roads Lead to Chaco Canyon” by Karen Gibson from COBBLESTONE, September 1999. Copyright © 1999 Cricket 
Media. All rights reserved. 
Photo: Public Domain/National Park Service

3 depletion—decrease of a supply
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	 7	Min sat up straight. He crossed his arms and leaned back a little, as if to see 
the vase from a distance. Turning the wheel slowly with his knee, he 
inspected the graceful shape for invisible faults. Then, “Pah!” He shook his 
head and in a single motion of disgust scooped up the clay and slapped it 
back onto the wheel, whereupon it collapsed into an oafish lump again, as if 
ashamed.

	 8	Tree‑ear opened his mouth to let out his breath silently, only then realizing 
that he had been keeping it back. To his eyes the vase had been perfect, its 
width half its height, its curves like those of a flower petal. Why, he 
wondered, had Min found it unworthy? What had he seen that so displeased 
him?

	 9	Min never failed to reject his first attempt. Then he would repeat the whole 
process. This day Tree‑ear was able to watch the clay rise and fall four times 
before Min was satisfied. Each of the four efforts had looked identical to 
Tree‑ear, but something about the fourth pleased Min. He took a length of 
twine and slipped it deftly under the vase to release it from the wheel, then 
placed the vase carefully on a tray to dry.

	10	As Tree‑ear crept away, he counted the days on his fingers. He knew the 
potter’s routine well; it would be many days before another throwing day.

From A SINGLE SHARD by Linda Sue Park. Copyright © 2001 by Linda Sue Park. Used by permission of Cengage Books.
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	 7	More wood, he thought, moaning inwardly. He went back to the fallen trees 
and found more dead limbs, carrying them up on the rock until he had 
enough for a bonfire. Initially he had thought of making a signal fire every 
day but he couldn’t—he would never be able to keep the wood supply going. 
So while he was working he decided to have the fire ready and if he heard an 
engine, or even thought he heard a plane engine, he would run up with a 
burning limb and set off the signal fire.

	 8	Things to do.

	 9	At the last trip to the top of the stone bluff with wood he stopped, sat on the 
point overlooking the lake, and rested. The lake lay before him, twenty or so 
feet below, and he had not seen it this way since he had come in with the 
plane. Remembering the crash he had a moment of fear, a breath-tightening 
little rip of terror, but it passed and he was quickly caught up in the beauty of 
the scenery.

	10	It was so incredibly beautiful that it was almost unreal. From his height he 
could see not just the lake but across part of the forest, a green carpet, and 
it was full of life.

From HATCHET by Gary Paulsen. Reprinted with the permission of Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon 
& Schuster Children’s Publishing Division. All rights reserved.
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Egypt United

	 4	By about 5000 BCE, small villages had grown up along the Nile. 
Archaeologists have found pottery from this period, along with fine carvings 
in ivory and stone. This shows that farming was so easy that not everyone 
was needed to work in the fields. Some people developed craft skills, while 
others began trading goods with other communities.

	 5	Districts grew up with their own identity, their own leaders, and their own 
gods. These districts became bigger as they merged with, or conquered, one 
another until there were two main districts—Upper Egypt in the south, and 
Lower Egypt in the north. In around 3100 BCE, these two were gradually 
merged by King Menes of Upper Egypt.

The Old Kingdom

	 6	Menes (or Narmer) was the first king of the First Dynasty of ancient Egypt. 
His people believed that he was descended from the gods, and so all the 
rulers who succeeded him must be gods as well. This belief gave the kings of 
Egypt total power over their subjects. Over the next 3,000 years there were 
to be more than 150 kings and queens, grouped into over 30 dynasties or 
families. Historians have divided these dynasties into three major periods. 
The first, called the Old Kingdom, lasted from 2686 BCE to about 2180 BCE. 
This was the age of the pyramids.

Governing Egypt

	 7	The most famous legacy of the Old Kingdom is the pyramids. King Djoser, 
during the Third Dynasty, had the Step Pyramid built at Saqqara, and later 
kings built the three massive pyramids at Giza. The mere fact that these 
huge structures exist tells us a lot about early Egyptian society. It was 
obviously well organized, with a powerful ruler who could assemble a vast 
force to do the construction work.

	 8	The king’s authority came from his status, but the daily government of the 
country was done by ministers and officials. The most important of these was 
the vizier, or prime minister, who was responsible for everything from the law 
courts and tax collection to building projects and grain storage. Egypt was 
divided into nomes, or districts, each governed by a local official called a 
nomarch.
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Prosperity and Decline

	 9	Most of the pyramid work force was made up of Egyptian agricultural workers 
and foreign prisoners. During the Fourth Dynasty, armies captured these 
prisoners during Egyptian invasions of Nubia and Libya. This period saw 
Egypt grow in power and wealth. The military expeditions brought control of 
important sources of minerals and luxury goods. Trade flourished, with 
Egyptian merchants buying gold, ebony, and skins in exchange for linen, 
honey, and oil.

	10	Trouble was coming, however. By about 2180 BCE, many nomarchs had 
become independent, and they challenged the power of the king. Civil war 
broke out, and the unrest was made worse by famine. For a long and 
disastrous spell, the Nile did not rise to its normal flood levels, and crops 
failed.

The Middle Kingdom

	11	The Old Kingdom ended in civil war and chaos. Egypt went through a long 
period of instability until it was split up again into many small states with 
rulers who fought against each other. It was not until about 2061 BCE that 
Mentuhotep II defeated all rivals and united the country again. A new era of 
peace began, known as the Middle Kingdom.

New Rulers

	12	Mentuhotep came from the city of Thebes in Upper Egypt. This became the 
new center of power. He reestablished control over the regions and appointed 
Theban officials to govern them. He and later kings took a firm hand with the 
nomarchs, demanding taxes and troops from them.

From ANCIENT EGYPT by Andrew Langley, published by Raintree, a division of Reed Elsevier, Inc. Copyright © 2005 
Raintree. All rights reserved.
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The Classical Period

	 6	In 490 BCE, the Persian Empire tried to invade Greece and war followed as 
Athens, Sparta, and other city-states fought off the attackers. Eventually, 
after defeating the Persians in 479 BCE, the Greeks proudly started to 
rebuild. This was the start of the Classical Period, the high point of ancient 
Greek civilization.

	 7	Classical Greek ways of life and thought have influenced much of the world. 
During the Classical Period, Athens was at the center of remarkable 
developments in architecture, sculpture, pottery, drama, and philosophy. The 
way that city-states were governed also changed during this period. Before, 
only the rich and powerful had an opportunity to rule. But from the late 
6th century BCE, Athens and other city‑states had begun to introduce 
democracy. This was a type of government in which many more adults were 
able to play an active part.

The Hellenistic Period

	 8	In the 5th century BCE, Athens was defeated by Sparta in the Peloponnesian 
War. But Sparta was soon defeated by another city‑state, Thebes. In 
338 BCE, Macedonia, ruled by King Philip II, grew strong and defeated 
Athens. Philip united Greece, and his son, Alexander the Great, went on to 
build a huge empire. During the Hellenistic Period, which began with 
Alexander’s death in 323 BCE, Greek ways of life continued in much of the 
empire. Greece was taken over by the Romans in the 2nd century BCE.

From ANCIENT GREECE by Christine Hatt. Copyright © 2006 by Heinemann Library, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All 
rights reserved.
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From Monarchy to Republic

	 4	Rome was at the center of a region called Latium. To the north were the 
Etruscans, who took control of Rome and ruled there for 100 years. Under 
the Etruscans, Rome was ruled by kings. The town grew in prosperity, but 
the Latins were unhappy at being ruled by cruel “foreign” kings. In 510 BCE, 
the Latins rebelled and threw the Etruscans out. From then on, Rome was a 
republic, ruled by a group of its leading citizens.

From ANCIENT ROMAN CIVILIZATION by Ike Scurman and John Malam, published by The Rosen Publishing Group. 
Copyright © McRae Books, Florence, Italy. All rights reserved.
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	 7	As India approached, most of the oceanic bottom between the continents 
was forced downward into Earth’s mantle, but some small fragments were 
swept up against Asia. These fragments contained the fossil shells. 
Finally, . . . India rammed into Europe and Asia! The two continents fused 
together, forming a very thick continental crust. But still the plate was forcing 
India northward. The land crumpled under the immense pressure and was 
folded and lifted. Today the Himalayan Mountains and the Tibetan plateau are 
still rising, as India continues to squeeze against its northern neighbor. The 
movement isn’t as rapid now, but the Himalayan Mountains, the highest in 
the world, become 1⁄5 inch higher each year. And so do the seashells!

As tectonic plates collide, their positions shift.

Stories of Other Mountains

	 8	The Himalayas are not the only mountains with an oceanic history. Colliding 
continents also created the Alps. The crashing of Africa into Europe folded 
the crust and lifted up pieces of another ancient sea floor with the new 
mountains. High in the Alps, you can find fossil tracks left by beachcombing 
dinosaurs. Not far away are the fossilized remains of seashells and of coral 
reefs that grew in the ocean at about the same time.
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	 9	The Rocky Mountains, the Andes, and the ancient Appalachians have their 
own seashell stories that tell of mountain making. A careful observer will find 
traces of marine life older than the mountains themselves, far above the level 
of the sea. The process isn’t over—today’s seashells tell stories of mountains 
still to come, as tectonic movement continues to change the shape of the 
land.

“Seashells on the Summit” by Gretchen Noyes-Hull from APPLESEEDS, October 1999. Copyright © 1999 Cricket Media. All 
rights reserved.
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