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ANSWER KEY ‐ ITEM SET 1
Item Set 1 – Question 1 (Selected Response, Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:
P Value:

Item Information
from Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night
C
B
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
6.2.2.b.i
a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
0.401

CMAS CPR Answer Key – Grade 6 ELA | 1

Item Set 1 ‐ Question 2 (TEI Drag and Drop)

Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night
See Image
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through
6.2.2.a.ii
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.
0.542
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 3 (Selected Response, Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night
B
C
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section
6.2.2.b.ii
fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the ideas.
0.352
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 4 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers
D
C
Use context (for example: the overall meaning of a sentence or
6.2.3.a.i
paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
6.2.2.b.i
a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
0.71
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 5 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers
B
C
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through
6.2.2.a.ii
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.
0.496
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 6 (TEI Inline Choice)

Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:
P Value:

Item Information
from Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers
See Image
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
0.407
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 7 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Elephant All‐Wheel Drive
C
C
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is
6.2.2.a.iii
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated on in a text (for example:
through examples or anecdotes).
0.601
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 8 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:
P Value:

Item Information
from Elephant All‐Wheel Drive
C
D
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.2.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and
6.2.2.b.iii
explain how it is conveyed in the text.
0.275
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 9 (Constructed Response)

See Prose Constructed Response Rubric, Sample Responses & Annotations section on page 15 for additional
item information.
Item Set 1 ‐ Question 10 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Item Information
Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

from Hatchet
C
A
6.2.3.b.iii

6.2.1.a.i
P Value:

Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with
similar denotations (definitions) (for example: stingy, scrimping,
economical, unwasteful, and thrifty).
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

0.562
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 11 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Item Information
Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

from Hatchet
D
A
6.2.1.a.i

P Value:

0.353

6.2.1.a.ii

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
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Item Set 1 – Question 12 (TEI Drag and Drop)

Item Information
Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

A Letter in October
See Image
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.1.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a
6.2.1.a.iii
series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or
change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
0.448
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Item Set 1 – Question 13 (TEI Inline Choice)

Item Information
Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

A Letter in October
See Image
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.1.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits
6.2.1.b.ii
into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme, setting, or plot.
0.358
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 14 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Hatchet & A Letter in October
C
A
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.1.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (for
6.2.1.c.ii
example: stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories)
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
0.444
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 15 (Multiple Select)

Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Hatchet & A Letter in October
See Image
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
6.2.1.a.i
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (for
6.2.1.c.ii
example: stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories)
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
0.321
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Grade 6
English Language Arts/Literacy

Prose Constructed
Response Rubric,
Sample Responses &
Annotations
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CMAS Scoring Rubric for Prose Constructed Response Items
Research Simulation Task (RST) and Literary Analysis Task (LAT)
Construct
Measured

Reading
Comprehen‐
sion and
Written
Expression

Knowledge
of Language
and
Conventions

Score Point 4

Score Point 3

Score Point 2

Score Point 1

Score Point 0

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

 demonstrates full
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and
inferentially by
providing an
accurate analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides effective
and comprehensive
development of the
claim or topic that is
consistently
appropriate to task,
purpose, and
audience;
 uses clear reasoning
supported by
relevant text‐based
evidence in the
development of the
claim or topic;
 is effectively
organized with clear
and coherent
writing;
 establishes and
maintains an
effective style.

 demonstrates
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a mostly
accurate analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides mostly
effective
development of
claim or topic that is
mostly appropriate
to task, purpose,
and audience;
 uses mostly clear
reasoning supported
by relevant text‐
based evidence in
the development of
the claim or topic;
 is organized with
mostly clear and
coherent writing;
 establishes and
maintains a mostly
effective style.

 demonstrates basic
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a
generally accurate
analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides some
development of
claim or topic that is
somewhat
appropriate to task,
purpose, and
audience;
 uses some
reasoning and text‐
based evidence in
the development of
the claim or topic;
 demonstrates some
organization with
somewhat coherent
writing;
 has a style that is
somewhat effective.

 demonstrates
limited
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a
minimally accurate
analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides minimal
development of
claim or topic that
is limited in its
appropriateness to
task, purpose, and
audience;
 uses limited
reasoning and text‐
based evidence;
 demonstrates
limited
organization and
coherence;
 has a style that is
minimally
effective.

 demonstrates no
comprehension of
ideas by providing
an inaccurate or no
analysis;
 is undeveloped
and/or
inappropriate to
task, purpose, and
audience;
 includes little to no
text‐based evidence;
 lacks organization
and coherence;
 has an
inappropriate style.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates full
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be a few minor
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage,
but meaning is clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates some
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that
occasionally impede
understanding, but
the meaning is
generally clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates limited
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that often
impede
understanding.

The student response
to the prompt does
not demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English at
the appropriate level
of complexity.
Frequent and varied
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage
impede
understanding.
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CMAS Scoring Rubric for Prose Constructed Response Items
Narrative Task (NT)
Construct
Measured

Written
Expression

Knowledge of
Language and
Conventions

Score Point 4

Score Point 3

Score Point 2

Score Point 1

Score Point 0

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

 is effectively
developed with
narrative
elements and is
consistently
appropriate to
the task;
 is effectively
organized with
clear and
coherent writing
 establishes and
maintains an
effective style.

 is mostly
effectively
developed with
narrative
elements and is
mostly
appropriate to
the task;
 is organized with
mostly clear and
coherent writing
 establishes and
maintains a
mostly effective
style.

 is developed with
some narrative
elements and is
generally
appropriate to
the task;
 demonstrates
some
organization with
somewhat
coherent writing;
 has a style that is
somewhat
effective.

 is minimally
developed with
few narrative
elements and is
limited in its
appropriateness
to the task;
 demonstrates
limited
organization and
coherence;
 has a style that
has limited
effectiveness.

 is undeveloped
and/or
inappropriate to
the task;
 lacks organization
and coherence;
 has an
inappropriate
style.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates full
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be a few minor errors
in mechanics,
grammar, and usage,
but meaning is clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates some
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that
occasionally impede
understanding, but
the meaning is
generally clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates limited
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that often
impede
understanding.

The student response
to the prompt does
not demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English at the
appropriate level of
complexity. Frequent
and varied errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage impede
understanding.

NOTE:
 The reading dimension is not scored for elicited narrative stories.
 The elements of coherence, clarity, and cohesion to be assessed are expressed in the grade‐level standards 1‐4
for writing.
 Tone is not assessed in grade 6.
 Per the CCSS, narrative elements in grades 3‐5 may include: establishing a situation; organizing a logical event
sequence; describing scenes, objects, or people; developing characters’ personalities; and using dialogue as
appropriate. In grades 6‐8, narrative elements may include, in addition to the grades 3‐5 elements: establishing
a context, situating events in a time and place, developing a point of view, and developing characters’ motives.
The elements to be assessed are expressed in grade‐level standards 3 for writing.
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Sample Responses & Annotations ‐ ITEM SET 1
Item Set 1 ‐ Question 9 (Constructed Response)

Passage:
Answer:

Item Information
from Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night, from Elephants Appear to Be
Super Sniffers & from Elephant All‐Wheel Drive
See Sample Responses & Annotations

Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) Evidence Outcomes
6.2.1.a.i

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
6.2.1.a.ii Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
6.2.1.a.iii Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
6.2.1.b.i Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
6.2.1.b.ii Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text
and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.
6.2.1.b.iii Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
6.2.1.c.ii Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (for example: stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
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Anchor Paper 1 – Score Point 4
Sample Student
Response:

In the texts "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night," "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers,"
and "Elephant All Wheel Drive," studies done by scientists on elephants are mentioned. In each study, the
scientists look at the different characteristics of elephants such as their sleeping habits, their nose and
smelling ability, and the way they walk. The way the scientists do these studies vary.
"Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night" is about a study done by scientists to see how long
elephants sleep. They noticed that the elephants can go through the day without any naps despite the fact
that they only sleep about 2 hours every night. "Manager and his colleagues implanted activity monitors
(similar to fit bit trackers) in the trunks of two elephants." (parabgraph 5) When the trunks didn't move for
more than 5 minutes, scientists assumed the elephants were sleeping. The data collected showed that
elephants sleep for just about 2 hours every night. In this study, the scientists looked at the sleeping
characteristic of elephants. This is a very interesting characteristic for scientists to study because they also
proved that elephants sleep standing up most of the time. The way they studied this charecteristic was also
interesting. They knew that an elephant moves their trunk a lot, so they put a monitor in their trunk to see
when it wasn't moving. The characteristic of sleeping hadn't been studied on elephants specifically that
much before this study. Before this study, scientists thought that "animals need to sleep to store memories
properly." (paragraph 11) Now, they know that for some animals this is not the case. All in all, the
characteristic of sleeping habits was studied on elephants using an activity monitor that showed that they
only sleep for 2 hours a night.
"Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers" talks about the study researchers have done on elephants to
understand their smelling abilities. This is a characteristic studied about using the data of the amount of
genes an animal has. The way the scientists studied this characteristic varies from the way they studied the
sleeping habits. Instead of doing an experiment, they used data that had already been collected, amount of
olfactory genes. Like the sleeping habits, this characteristic of an elephants nose is very interesting. One
reason it is interesting is because "everyone knows that African elephants boast versatile snouts. They can
toss logs, grab food, and spray water. But the towering mammals may also be the worlds best smellers."
(paragraph 1) Usually when you think of an elephant, you don't think about their amazing ability to smell
well. This characteristic of an elephant was important for scientists to study because it explained "why
scents play a big role in it's behavior." (paragraph 5) Therefore, elephants smell and nose was studied
differently than some other charecteristics of an elephant and is very interesting and important to study.
"Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" is about the study of how elephants walk. The study was done with heavy
duty scales in the ground and light reflecting disks which is more similar to the experimental way the
scientists studied the sleeping habits than the smelling of elephants. This helped the scientists see that
"elephants use their front legs to move forward, which is different from most quadrupeds." (paragraph
7) The scientists connected this discovery to a type of vehicle. All‐Wheel drive vehicles. The scientists "sees a
similarity to all‐terrain vehicles, in which every wheel contributes equally." (paragraph 3) This study, like the
one on sleeping, also proved something wrong that was thought before. Scientists used to think that
elephants legs didn't bend much. Now they know that their legs in fact bend quite a bit. That is why the
study of the characteristic of their walking is so important and interesting like the others. It grew our
understanding of elephants in a way that we also grew our understanding of the elephants sleeping habits.

In conclusion, the 3 texts each showed different characteristics of an elephant and how the scientists
studied them. The way they studied the different characteristics varied a lot. With the study about smelling,
they used data that had already been collected to draw conclusions. With the studies about sleeping and
walking, the scientists used technology such as monitors and light reflecting disks and collected their own
data to draw conclusions. All the studies were very important and interesting as well. Some of them even
proved past thoughts wrong.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates full comprehension of the ideas in the passages though an accurate analysis of
Student Response:
the studies made about the characteristics of elephants. The comprehensive development of the topic is
formed through effective use of relevant text‐based evidence about the studies, the methods used, and
what the scientists learned from the studies. Each passage is fully addressed, and analysis of the process is
included (This characteristic of an elephant was important for scientists to study because it explained "why
scents play a big role in it's behavior." (paragraph 5) Therefore, elephants smell and nose was studied
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differently than some other charecteristics ). This results in a response that is consistently appropriate to the
task. The response is effectively organized as a whole and within paragraphs and uses an effective style that
produces clear coherent writing.

Anchor Paper 2 – Score Point 3
Sample Student
Response:

In the passages "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night", "Elephants Appear to Be Super
Sniffers", and "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive", scientists and researchers come to their conclusions using
different techniques.
In "Wild Elephants Sleep For Only Two Hours at Night" the scientists used two different activity monitors,
one on the elephants' necks and the other in the elephants' trunks, and their knowledge on how elephants
move their trunks. When the elephants are asleep, their trunks do not move at all, but when they are awake
they are almost constantly moving their trunks. The monitor in the trunk was used to capture how much the
elephants' moved their trunks. The collar on the neck of the elephant was to monitor when the elephants
were laying down when sleeping. They took all of the information that they collected from two female
matriarch, or leaders of herds, and came to the conclusion wild elephants can survive with very little sleep,
so little sleep that they break the record for the mammal that can survive with the least amount of sleep.
In the passage "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers" researchers didn't explain any tests that they may
have done on elephants to prove their data, unlike "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two ours at Night". When
researchers were collecting their data, they looked at bush elephants and their nasal cavities which hold the
scent‐sensing cells called olfactory receptors. The researchers looked at these cells and concluded that
elephants have 2,000 different genes for sensing smells. Other animals don't come close to the massive
amount of olfactory receptors elephants have. The researchers concluded, based on the data they collected,
that elephants have one of the best senses of smell out of the species on Earth.
The scientists in the passage "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" conduct their experiments differently from the
researchers in the other two passages. Due to the fact that an elephants walk is a very hard thing thing to
study, the scientists had to use a lot of equipment in order to come to a conclusion. The scientists used
scales that could support the elephant's weight to measure how much of the elephants weight hit the
ground as it ran. They used reflective disks to record how the elephants' body moved as it ran by attaching
the disks to different parts of the elephants' legs and bodies. The scientists used special cameras to record
how the disks moved. The scientists came to the conclusion that elephants are not like most other
quadrupeds when they walk and run. Elephants use all of their legs equally and use their front legs to move
forward, unlike other quadrupeds who use their back legs, like a rabbit for example.
All of the scientists or researches in the passages did their experiments differently, some relied on data
while others relied on experiments, but in the end, all of the data and conclusions turned out great.

Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates comprehension by providing a mostly accurate analysis of the different
Student Response:
methods of studying elephants described in the passages. For each passage a review of the methods used is
developed through explanation based on text‐based details and some analysis of how the methods were
used (They took all of the information that they collected…and came to the conclusion …researchers didn't
explain any tests that they may have done on elephants to prove their data… scientists had to use a lot of
equipment in order to come to a conclusion). The response is organized with mostly clear and coherent
writing.
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Anchor Paper 3 – Score Point 3
Sample Student
Response:

In the articles "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night", "Elephants Appear to Be Super
Sniffers", and "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" they explain and show the different studies scientist have been
using to figure out the characteristics of elephants. These scientists all use a variety of ways to figure this
out.
In "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night" scientists from the southern part of Africa wanted
to figure out the amount of sleep that elephants normally get, so they have implanted activity monitors into
elephants trunks. Due to the importance of elephants trunks they move them so often so when the activity
monitor didn't show any activity for at least five minutes that would generally mean that a elephant was
sleeping. These scientist would also use neck collars to see if the elephants were laying down while sleeping
or standing up. After the scientist used both of the trackers for at least a month they gathered all the data
they received and it showed that an elephant will only get about two hours and fifty minutes of sleep or that
they wouldn't sleep for about forty‐eight hours. They also figured out that animals in captivity get more
sleep then animals in the wild.
The article "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers" focuses on a study about elephants nasal cavity and
how strong their smelling is unlike the other two articles that focus on different aspects of elephants and
different studies to figure those out. For these scientist to figure out how strong and powerful elephants
smelling was they studied elephants nasal cavity which is near the top of their trunk. Scientist then later on
figured out that the elephants smell with olfactory receptors(the word olfaction refers to smell). The also
went and looked at the history of when mammal species were really starting to split into a broad range of
spieces. The research that they found from looking at this made scientist believe that elephants smell is so
strong because they think that this smelling gene keeps morphing and copying itself. In this study of
elephant smell scientist tried to use different tactics to figure out more about elephants.
"Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" this article explains and gives details on how elephants walk differently from
other quadrupeds. During this study scientist used a more involved technique to figure out how elephants
walking is different from other animals by being more interactive with the elephants. Throughout this study
scientist figured out that elephants slow down and speed up with both of their legs. To figure out how
much weight elephants put down when they run scientist decided to implant scales into the ground to see
how much pressure they would put down as they ran across them. Then scientist wanted to figure out how
much elephants legs bent when they run/walk because when they do run or walk it doesn't look like
elephants legs bend at all. To figure out how much their legs bend when they run/walk scientist decided to
put reflective discs on parts of the elephants legs and body that would show bending. Then they had the
elephants run across the scales again as multiple cameras took lots of pictures as the discs bent. At the end
of this research project the scientist figured out that elephants front legs move forward unlike rarely any
other quadrupeds and that they kind of walk like humans.
In these three article scientist use different approaches to figure out the characteristics of elephants
whether or not they are looking at research, attaching monitors to the elephants, or doing interactive
experiments with them. Scientist are still able to figure out the different characteristics of elephants so that
we are able to be more knowledgeable about how they work in a variety of ways.

Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates comprehension by explaining the different methods used to figure out the
Student Response:
characteristics of elephants. For each passage, the main topic the scientists wanted to study is identified as
well as the main method used for the study. Development of the topic includes relevant text‐based details
to explain how the study was done and the results found, thus producing a mostly accurate analysis of the
topic. The response is organized as are the ideas in each paragraph; the writing is mostly coherent.
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Anchor Paper 4 – Score Point 3
Elephants have many features that stand out, such as their large ears and trunks, but they also have many
amazing features that don't always meet the eye. New studies have shown that elephants can survive with
the littlest sleep, have the best sense of smell, and use their legs differently than other quadrupeds. These
new discoveries may lead to scientists finding how the elephant evolved and why it has adapted this way.
In the first article, author Susan Milius wrote about African elephants strange sleep patterns. After the
experiment was finished, scientists found that elephants in captivity slept from around three to seven hours
in a twenty‐four hour period, but elephants in the wild slept on average about two hours in a twenty
four hour period. Scientists used tiny trunk implants that could track how much sleep an elephant got on
two females. These trunk implants showed that on sometimes the elephants would go for up to 46 hours
without sleep. Evidence showed that these elephants could skip a night of sleep and still function properly
without needing any naps the day after. Elephants in the wild may have these odd sleeping schedules
because of dangers like poachers and predators.
In the second passage, author Nsikan Akpan wrote about a new study that shows elephant's unique
smelling abilities. Akpan compared the elephant's 2000 different genes used for sensing odors (olfactory
receptors) to known smell sensing animals like rats and bloodhounds. Rats had 1200 olfactory receptors
while bloodhounds and other dogs only have 800. The researchers think that when mammals began to split
into lots of new species, the original smell‐sensing gene copied and morphed over and over again. This
theory appears to have happened in many of modern elephant's ancestors. Researchers believe that
elephants having this extraordinary sense of smell plays a big part in elephant's behaviors. African elephants
can communicate aggression with smells, and elephants can also distinguish different ethnic groups living
near them.
In the last passage, author Stephen Ornes wrote about elephant's way of walking. In a new study, a team
of scientists found a way to look at how elephants walk. Most quadrupeds, or four‐legged animals use their
front legs as brakes and use their back legs to propel them forward. In this study, scientists used heavy‐duty
scales, light reflecting discs, and seven special cameras to find how elephants walk. The information they
gathered from this experiment showed that elephants use all four legs to move forward and slow down. The
information also showed that elephants walk similarly to how human beings walk.
In conclusion, elephants have evolved very uniquely to be best fitted to their environment and way of
life. Elephants are very special, and many of their characteristics stand out. Elephants are very interesting
animals, and more studies will most likely be done in the future to learn more about them.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates comprehension of the ideas by providing an explanation of the studies
Student Response:
discussed in each passage. The mostly effective development includes text‐based details about the studies
being done, the methods used in the studies and the results of each study. This approach is appropriate to
the task and demonstrates a mostly accurate analysis of the topic. The response is organized and mostly
coherent.
Sample Student
Response:

Anchor Paper 5 – Score Point 2
Sample Student
Response:

Scientists seem very fascinated about elephants. They can study them in many different ways. The stories
"Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night", "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers", and "Elephant
All‐Wheel Drive" all show various ways to study elephants and their behavior.
In the story, "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night" the scientists study the elephants on
sleeping behavior by implanting activity monitors in the trunk of two African Elephants. The article directly
states, "...implanted activity monitors in the trunks of two elephants." They had tracked the animals for
about a month and got the results that the elephants only get two hours of sleep a night. The elephants
could go 46 hours without any sleep at the most.
In the article, "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers" the scientists studied the bush elephants (Loxodonta
africana) by inferring about how the sensing genes copied and why they had so many now. In paragraph 4 of
the article it says, "The researchers think that long ago, when mammals split into a broad range of new
species, the original smell‐sensing gene began copying itself and morphing somewhat over and over again."
That is what scientists believe why they have 2,000 different genes for sensing odors.
In the story, "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" the elephants were studied by installing scales in the ground to
track the elephants weight hit as it ran or walked. In paragraph 6 it exactly says, "The scientists installed
heavy‐duty scales in the ground to keep track of how much of each elephant's weight hit the ground as it
ran." After testing the heavy‐duty scales the results show, "The measurements showed that elephants use
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their front legs to move forward, which is different from most quadrupeds." The elephants actually use all
four legs instead of their front legs as brakes and their backs legs to push like most quadrupeds.
In conclusion, these various ways to study elephant behavior are very different and unique. The all are
very smart ways to study the elephant. They are very helpful and provide information most humans won't
get without machines. The elephant study is very fascinating.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates basic comprehension of ideas stated by identifying and explaining the ways the
Student Response:
scientists in passage study elephants. For each passage the principle method is identified (by implanting
activity monitors in the trunk…by inferring about how the sensing genes copied…the elephants were studied
by installing scales in the ground). Some development comes through citation of text to show that
information comes from that passage and then a summary of the result of the study. This provides
generally accurate explanation of the methods used. Some organization overall and the response is written
in somewhat coherent writing.

Anchor Paper 6 – Score Point 2
Scientists have studied animals in many different ways. Specificly elephants. As I read in "Wild Elephants
Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night," "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers," and "Elephant All‐Wheel
Drive", scientists have studied them in many different ways.
For example, from "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night" scientists studied them by using
electronic monitors on African elephants and they put them in their trunks. I know this because the text
states, "Using electronic monitors on African elephants in the wild,..." This shows me that they put a
monitor into the elephants to get evidence for their theory.
Another example is, from the passage "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers" I know that scientists studied
their sniffing characteristics. Scientists know that the elephants have 2,000 different genes for sensing
odors, while us humans only have about 40 olfactory genes.
My last example is in the passage,"Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" scientists studied them by installing‐heavy
duty scales in the ground to track how much the elephant runs. They also attached light‐reflecting disks to
different parts of the elephant. Then, they made the elephants run over the scales and used cameras to
record the disk. The scientists came to the conclusion that the elephants front legs move much like human
legs and the scientists also thought that their legs couldn't bend like that.
Those are a few ways that scientists studied elephants characteristics in "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two
Hours at Night," "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers," and "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive".
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates basic understanding of the passages and the task by providing a generally
Student Response:
accurate explanation of the methods used to study elephants. For the first passage the information is
somewhat repetitive, but there is some development of the method used in the study through a text‐based
quote and explanation of what that evidence shows. For the second passage the topic and conclusion of the
study about smell is identified. For the third passage there is a summary of the method used to study how
elephants walk. This provides some development of the topic that is somewhat appropriate to the task. The
organization and language used produce somewhat coherent writing.
Sample Student
Response:

Anchor Paper 7 – Score Point 2
Sample Student
Response:

In "Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at Night", they are researching how long wild and
domesticated elephants sleep. They do so by monoroting the elephants with something like a fit bit to track
the amount of sleep. In the passage it also states how the sleep amount from elephants in a zoo is different
than wild elephants. Their studies proved that wild elephants sleep "...almost never..." (paragraph 4).
In "Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers", the researchers are studying the elephants sense, or should I
say senses, of smells. Their mission was to prove that elephants have an amazing sense of smell. This
passage proves that not only do elephants use their trunks for food, touch, and drinking, but also how it
works and how it smells. The elephants use their olfactory receptors to smell. Those sensors are near a
"...nasal cavity, near the top of the animals trunk." (paragraph 2). It shows that elephants really do have an
amazing sense of smell.
In the passage "Elephant All‐Wheel Drive", it is trying to show how elephants move their front and back
legs. It shows that elephants are similar to all‐wheel drive automobiles because of the way that all four legs
CMAS CPR Sample Responses & Annotations – Grade 6 ELA | 23

work and move at the same time doing equal amounts of work. They go into the reasons the elephants
move that way and also how they compare to human function.

Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates basic understanding through a generally accurate analysis of the study in each
Student Response:
passage. Some development and reasoning about each passage are shown through statements that explain
the methods used, statements of what the studies prove, and relevant text‐based details. The writing is
somewhat coherent and overall is somewhat appropriate to the task.

Anchor Paper 8 – Score Point 1
Sample Student
Response:

Scientist have been studying elephants. They studied how they walk,sleep and smell odors. These scientist
have found amazing facts about elephants.
These scientist have found amazing facts about elephants because in their studies, they found out that
wild elephants sleep of only two hours a night. According to Wild Elephants Sleep for Only Two Hours at
Night by Susan Milius, "Those trunk implants showed there were times the elephants went up to 46 hours
without any sleep."
These scientist have found amazing facts about elephants because in their studies, they found out that
Elephants use all four legs to walk. According to Elephant All‐Wheel Drive by Stephen Ornes " Elephants,
however, use all four legs to both move forward and slow down."
These scientist have found amazing facts about elephants because in their studies, they found out
that elephants have a very good sense of smell. The passage from Elephants Appear to Be Super Sniffers
explains that bush elephants can smell 2,00 diffrent genes for sensing odors.

Although scientist have found out some amazing facts about elephants, there is still more that scientist
have to find out about elephants.
Annotation for Sample The response provides limited comprehension by identifying an amazing fact in each passage about
Student Response:
elephants discovered from studies. This is limited in its appropriateness to the task. There is an attempt to
include a text‐based support for each statement, but the response remains undeveloped and limited.

Anchor Paper 9 – Score Point 1
Through reading "Wild elephants sleep of only two hours at night", "Elephants Appear to Be super sniffers",
and 'Elephant all‐ wheel drive", it seems that elephants have unique characteristics. One example would be
how in "Wild elephants sleep of only two hours at night", elephants only need approximately 2 hours of
sleep, and can go a full 48 hours without sleep, which beats the record. Another example could be from
"Elephants Appear to be super sniffers", Elephants have some 2,000 genes, just for sensing odors. One last
example from "Elephants all wheel drive" could be that Elephants are different from other quadrupeds and
are more similar to all‐terrain vehicles since elephants use all 4 legs to go forward and to break, like cars,
while quadrupeds push with their back legs and break with their front. This concluding that elephants have
many unique characteristics that make up who they are today.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates limited comprehension of the ideas contained in the three passages by
Student Response:
providing a description of an elephant’s characteristic discussed in each. These text‐based details are
presented with some limited organization (one example would be; another example could be) which
produces a response that is minimally developed. With no additional explanation to connect these details to
the task, this response remains limited in its appropriateness to the task.
Sample Student
Response:
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Anchor Paper 10 – Score Point 1
All three passages have different ways of studying and observing the elephants. In "Wild Elephants Sleep for
Only Two Hours at Night" they watched the elephants by using electonic monitors on the elephants. In
"Elephant All‐Wheel Drive" the scientists watched them from a distance and recorded the information they
found. In "Elephants Appear to Be Supper Sniffers" they did the same thing as they did in "Elephant All‐
Wheel Drive."
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates limited understanding of the texts by identifying a method from each passage
Student Response:
that scientists used to study elephants. This is an attempt to address the task; without any explanations or
text evidence to develop the topic, this response remains limited in its appropriateness to the task.
Sample Student
Response:

Anchor Paper 11 – Score Point 0
Sample Student
Response:
Annotation for Sample
Student Response:

Scientists studied the differnent characteristics of elephants because they wanted to know more about the
live of and how they use there back legs and use there front legs and how the sleep.
The response demonstrates no comprehension. The response is a single statement that lists characteristics
of elephants that the scientists want to study. No explanation or text support is provided. This response
remains undeveloped and is considered inappropriate to the task.

Anchor Paper 12 – Score Point 0
Sample Student
Response:

they compare them because they wanna see why do they always sniff stuff i think elepthents sniff a lot
because every were they go they are careful for the animals near them.

Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates no comprehension. The attempt to address the topic in the prompt is
Student Response:
undeveloped and inappropriate to the task.

CMAS CPR Sample Responses & Annotations – Grade 6 ELA | 25

