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ITEM INFORMATION 
Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) Evidence Outcome 
Describes the evidence that demonstrates that a student is meeting the grade level expectation at a mastery level. 

Refer to http://cde.state.co.us/assessment/cmas_testdesign for more information about Grade Level Expectations 

(GLEs) and Prepared Graduate Statements (PGs) associated with the CMAS items. 

Standard 
The reporting category of the associated CAS. 

• Social Studies 

o Subclaim 1 – History 
o Subclaim 2 – Geography 
o Subclaim 3 – Economics 
o Subclaim 4 – Civics 
o Subclaim 5 – Personal Financial Literacy 

 

ITEM TYPES 
Items are questions that appear on the assessments. They are presented in two different ways. 

Selected Response (Multiple Choice, Multiple Response, and Fill in the Blank) 
For multiple choice and multiple response items, students select a correct answer out of provided choices. For fill in the 

blank items, students type/write their answer in a blank box. 

Technology-Enhanced (Drag and Drop, Inline Choice, Hot Spot, and Match Table Grid) 
Students show their answer using technology, such as by creating a bar graph using a template provided by the online 

testing system or on the paper-based test. Drag and drop items require students to drag answer choices into correct 

answer bays (draw lines or write corresponding letters for paper-based testing). Inline choice items require students to 

select their answer from a drop-down menu (circle answer from a list of choices for paper-based testing) to complete a 

sentence or sentences. Hot spot items require students to select the correct response from its location in an image (write 

corresponding letters or circle answer for paper-based testing). Match table grid items require students to check 

checkboxes in cells to indicate a match between the column and row labels. 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
P Value – Selected Response Only 

The P value represents the percentage of students who answered each selected response question correctly. For example, 

if the P value associated with a question is 0.64, then 64% of students responded to the question with the correct answer. 

Note: P values are only available for released items (i.e., questions that previously appeared on CMAS assessments 

administered statewide). Items without this information were developed as sample items.  

http://cde.state.co.us/assessment/cmas_testdesign
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ANSWER KEY: ITEM SET 1 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 1 (Selected Response) 
 

 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer A 

Standard Geography 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.2.1.b Use geographic grids, including latitude and longitude, to 
locate places and answer questions about maps and images 
of Colorado. 

P Value 0.928 
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Item Set 1 – Question 2 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer D 

Standard Personal Financial Literacy 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.5.1.a Define choice and opportunity cost. 

P Value 0.467 
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Item Set 1 – Question 3 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.d Describe how the decisions of the state government affect 
local governments and interact with the federal government 
and sovereign indigenous nations. 

P Value 0.32 
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Item Set 1 – Question 4 (Fill in the Blank) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Economics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.3.1.a Define positive and negative economic incentives and 
describe how people typically respond to those incentives. 

P Value 0.303 
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Item Set 1 – Question 5 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer C 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.a Explain the historical foundation and events that led to the 
Colorado Constitution and the formation of the three 
branches of Colorado government. 

P Value 0.503 
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Item Set 1 – Question 6 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer D 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.1.a Give examples of issues faced by the state of Colorado and 
develop possible solutions. 

P Value 0.277 
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Item Set 1 – Question 7 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard History 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.1.2.b Explain the relationship between major events in Colorado 
history and events in United States history during the same 
era. Including but not limited to: Colorado statehood, the 
Ludlow and Sand Creek Massacres, creation of national parks 
in Colorado, the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, Amaché, 
Chicano movement, and busing in Denver. 

P Value 0.279 
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Item Set 1 – Question 8 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard Personal Financial Literacy 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.5.1.c Analyze scenarios of choices including opportunity cost. 

P Value 0.579 
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Item Set 1 – Question 9 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.c Identify and explain the services the state government 
provides and how those services are funded. 

P Value 0.527 
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Item Set 1 – Question 10 (TEI Hot Spot) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Geography 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.2.1.b Use geographic grids, including latitude and longitude, to 
locate places and answer questions about maps and images 
of Colorado. 

P Value 0.859 
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Item Set 1 – Question 11 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer C 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.b Identify and explain a variety of roles leaders, citizens, and 
others play in state government. 

P Value 0.606 
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Item Set 1 – Question 12 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard Economics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.3.1.a Define positive and negative economic incentives and 
describe how people typically respond to those incentives. 

P Value 0.568 
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Item Set 1 – Question 13 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer A 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.c Identify and explain the services the state government 
provides and how those services are funded. 

P Value 0.375 
  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 4 Social Studies | 16  

Item Set 1 – Question 14 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer A 

Standard Economics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.3.1.d Explain how productive resources (natural, human, and 
capital) have influenced the types of goods produced and 
services provided in Colorado. 

P Value 0.322 
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Item Set 1 – Question 15 (TEI Hot Spot) 
 
 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Geography 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.2.1.e Describe similarities and differences between the physical 
geography of Colorado and its neighboring states. 

P Value 0.4517 
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Item Set 1 – Question 16 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard Personal Financial Literacy 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.5.1.a Define choice and opportunity cost. 

P Value 0.647 
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Item Set 1 – Question 17 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer D 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.a Explain the historical foundation and events that led to the 
Colorado Constitution and the formation of the three 
branches of Colorado government. 

P Value 0.5528 
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Item Set 1 – Question 18 (TEI Multiple Select) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Economics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.3.1.d Explain how productive resources (natural, human, and 
capital) have influenced the types of goods produced and 
services provided in Colorado. 

P Value 0.884 
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Item Set 1 – Question 19 (TEI Hot Spot) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Geography 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.2.2.a Describe how the physical environment provides 
opportunities for and places constraints on human activities. 

P Value 0.629 
  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 4 Social Studies | 22  

Item Set 1 – Question 20 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard History 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.1.1.d Identify and describe how political and cultural groups have 
affected the development of the region. Including but not 
limited to: African American, Latino, Asian American, 
Indigenous Peoples, religious groups, and European settlers. 

P Value 0.2598 
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Item Set 1 – Question 21 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.a Explain the historical foundation and events that led to the 
Colorado Constitution and the formation of the three 
branches of Colorado government. 

P Value 0.359 
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Item Set 1 – Question 22 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer D 

Standard Civics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.4.2.a Explain the historical foundation and events that led to the 
Colorado Constitution and the formation of the three 
branches of Colorado government. 

P Value 0.4314 
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Item Set 1 – Question 23 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard Personal Financial Literacy 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.5.1.c Analyze scenarios of choices including opportunity cost. 

P Value 0.33 
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Item Set 1 – Question 24 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer B 

Standard History 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.1.1.c Explain, through multiple perspectives, the human 
interactions among people and cultures that are indigenous 
to or migrated to present-day Colorado. Including but not 
limited to: historic tribes of Colorado, the Ute Mountain Ute, 
Southern Ute, Spanish explorers, trappers, and traders. 

P Value 0.451 
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Item Set 1 – Question 25 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 

Item Information 

Answer See Image 

Standard Economics 

Colorado Academic 
Standard (CAS) 
Evidence Outcome 

SS.4.3.1.a Define positive and negative economic incentives and 
describe how people typically respond to those incentives. 

P Value 0.851 
 




