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ITEM INFORMATION 
Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) Evidence Outcome 
Describes the evidence that demonstrates that a student is meeting the grade level expectation at a mastery level. 

Refer to http://cde.state.co.us/assessment/cmas_testdesign for more information about Grade Level Expectations 

(GLEs) and Prepared Graduate Statements (PGs) associated with the CMAS items. 

Standards 
The reporting category of the associated CAS. 

• Social Studies 

o Standards 1 – History 
o Standards 2 – Geography 
o Standards 3 – Economics 
o Standards 4 – Civics 
o Standards 5 – Personal Financial Literacy 

ITEM TYPES 
Items are questions that appear on the assessments. They are presented in two different ways. 

Selected Response (Multiple Choice, Multiple Response, and Fill in the Blank) 
For multiple choice and multiple response items, students select a correct answer out of provided choices. For fill in the 

blank items, students type/write their answer in a blank box. 

Technology-Enhanced (Drag and Drop, Inline Choice, Hot Spot, and Match Table Grid) 
Students show their answer using technology, such as by creating a bar graph using a template provided by the online 

testing system or on the paper-based test. Drag and drop items require students to drag answer choices into correct 

answer bays (draw lines or write corresponding letters for paper-based testing). Inline choice items require students to 

select their answer from a drop-down menu (circle answer from a list of choices for paper-based testing) to complete a 

sentence or sentences. Hot spot items require students to select the correct response from its location in an image (write 

corresponding letters or circle answer for paper-based testing). Match table grid items require students to check 

checkboxes in cells to indicate a match between the column and row labels. 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
P Value – Selected Response Only 

The P value represents the percentage of students who answered each selected response question correctly. For example, 

if the P value associated with a question is 0.64, then 64% of students responded to the question with the correct answer. 

Note: P values are only available for released items (i.e., questions that previously appeared on CMAS assessments 

administered statewide). Items without this information were developed as sample items.  

http://cde.state.co.us/assessment/cmas_testdesign
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ANSWER KEY: ITEM SET 1 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 1 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – C 
• Standard – Economics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.3.1.c 

• Explain how trade supply and demand affects the production of goods and services in different 
regions. 

• P Value – 0.407  
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Item Set 1 – Question 2 (TEI Drag and Drop)  
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.2.a 

• Explain the origins, functions, and structure of different governments. For example: 
Dictatorship, totalitarianism, authoritarian, monarchy, democracy, constitutional republic, 
socialism, fascism, and communism. 

• P Value – 0.595  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 7 Social Studies | 5 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 3 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – C 
• Standard – Economics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.3.1.c 

• Explain how trade supply and demand affects the production of goods and services in different 
regions. 

• P Value – 0.733  
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Item Set 1 – Question 4 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – A 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.2.c 

• Investigate examples of collaboration and interdependence between international 
organizations and countries. For example: The protection of human rights; the role of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), the Red Cross, World Health Organization, and United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

• P Value – 0.583  
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Item Set 1 – Question 5 (TEI Drag and Drop)  
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.1.a 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain the interdependence and uniqueness among 
peoples in the Eastern Hemisphere, including their influence on modern society. 

• P Value – 0.556  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 7 Social Studies | 8 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 6 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – B 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.2.b 

• Evaluate and analyze how various governments and organizations interact, resolve their 
differences, and cooperate. For example: The African Union (AU), the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), the United Nations, the World Bank, international treaties, and 
diplomacy. 

• P Value – 0.336  
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Item Set 1 – Question 7 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.2.b 

• Investigate and evaluate the social, political, cultural, and technological development of regions 
in the Eastern Hemisphere. For example: The river valley civilizations, Hammurabi's Code, Greek 
democracy, the Roman Republic, the Chinese inventions of gunpowder and the compass, and 
the printing press. 

• P Value – 0.6481  
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Item Set 1 – Question 8 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – D 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.1.a 

• Describe civic virtues and principles that guide governments and societies. For example: 
Citizenship, civic participation, and rule of law. 

• P Value – 0.2326  
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Item Set 1 – Question 9 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – A 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.1.a 

• Use maps and geographic tools to find patterns in human systems and/or physical features to 
investigate and propose a solution to geographic problems. 

• P Value – 0.774  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 7 Social Studies | 12 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 10 (Multiple Select) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – A, C, E 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.1.b 

• Examine primary and secondary sources from multiple and diverse perspectives to identify 
point of view using art, eyewitness accounts, letters and diaries, artifacts, historical sites, 
charts, graphs, diagrams, and written texts. 

• P Value – 0.5002  
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Item Set 1 – Question 11 (Fill in the Blank) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.2.a 

• Explain the origins, functions, and structure of different governments. For example: 
Dictatorship, totalitarianism, authoritarian, monarchy, democracy, constitutional republic, 
socialism, fascism, and communism. 

• P Value – 0.187  
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Item Set 1 – Question 12 (Selected Response)  
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – D 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.1.b 

• Collect, classify, and analyze data to make geographic inferences and predictions. 
• P Value – 0.338  
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Item Set 1 – Question 13 (Fill in the Blank) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.1.a 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain the interdependence and uniqueness among 
peoples in the Eastern Hemisphere, including their influence on modern society. 

• P Value – 0.4936  
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Item Set 1 – Question 14 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – B 
• Standard – Personal Financial Literacy 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.5.1.b 

• Summarize how the distribution of resources impacts consumerism. 
• P Value – 0.684  
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Item Set 1 – Question 15 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.1.b 

• Collect, classify, and analyze data to make geographic inferences and predictions. 
• P Value – 0.95  
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Item Set 1 – Question 16 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – D 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.2.b 

• Examine the geographic location and distribution of resources within a region to determine the 
economic and social impact on its people. For example: Middle Eastern water rights, the 
acceptance of refugees from other countries, and the Salt Trade. 

• P Value – 0.664  
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Item Set 1 – Question 17 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.1.a 

• Describe civic virtues and principles that guide governments and societies. For example: 
Citizenship, civic participation, and rule of law. 

• P Value – 0.625  
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Item Set 1 – Question 18 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – A 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.1.b 

• Examine primary and secondary sources from multiple and diverse perspectives to identify 
point of view using art, eyewitness accounts, letters and diaries, artifacts, historical sites, 
charts, graphs, diagrams, and written texts. 

• P Value – 0.4  
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Item Set 1 – Question 19 (TEI Drag and Drop) 
 

 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – See Image 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.1.d 

• Interpret maps to make inferences and predictions. 
• P Value – 0.5934  
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Item Set 1 – Question 20 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – D 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.2.b 

• Investigate and evaluate the social, political, cultural, and technological development of regions 
in the Eastern Hemisphere. For example: The river valley civilizations, Hammurabi's Code, Greek 
democracy, the Roman Republic, the Chinese inventions of gunpowder and the compass, and 
the printing press. 

• P Value – 0.319  



CMAS CPR Scoring Guide – Grade 7 Social Studies | 23 
 

Item Set 1 – Question 21 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – A 
• Standard – Geography 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.2.2.b 

• Examine the geographic location and distribution of resources within a region to determine the 
economic and social impact on its people. For example: Middle Eastern water rights, the 
acceptance of refugees from other countries, and the Salt Trade. 

• P Value – 0.5918  
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Item Set 1 – Question 22 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – C 
• Standard – History 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.1.1.b 

• Examine primary and secondary sources from multiple and diverse perspectives to identify 
point of view using art, eyewitness accounts, letters and diaries, artifacts, historical sites, 
charts, graphs, diagrams, and written texts. 

• P Value – 0.269  
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Item Set 1 – Question 23 (Selected Response) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – B 
• Standard – Civics 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.4.1.a 

• Describe civic virtues and principles that guide governments and societies. For example: 
Citizenship, civic participation, and rule of law. 

• P Value – 0.486  
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Item Set 1 – Question 24 (Multiple Select) 
 

 
 
Item Information   

• Answer – B, C, E 
• Standard – Personal Financial Literacy 
• Colorado Academic Standard (CAS) Evidence Outcome – SS.7.5.1.a 

• Define resources from an economic and personal finance perspective. 
• P Value – 0.2784 
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