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ANSWER KEY ‐ ITEM SET 1
Item Set 1 – Question 1 (Selected Response, Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet
A
C
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of
8.2.2.a.i
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
8.2.2.c.ii
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.
0.354
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 2 (Selected Response, Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie
C
D
Interpret figures of speech (for example: verbal irony, puns) in
8.2.3.b.i
context.
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
0.518
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 3 (TEI Drag and Drop)

Passage:
Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie
See Image
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development
8.2.2.a.ii
over the course of the text, including its relationship to
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
0.368
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 4 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
A
C
Use context (for example: the overall meaning of a sentence or
8.2.3.a.i
paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
0.331
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 5 (Selected Response; Multiple Select)
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Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answers:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
A
B, F
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions
8.2.2.a.iii
between individuals, ideas, or events (for example: through
comparisons, analogies, or categories).
0.371
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 6 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
D
D
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text,
8.2.2.b.ii
including the role of particular sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.
0.231
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 7 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie & from Who
Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
A
C
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting
8.2.2.c.iii
information on the same topic and identify where the texts
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
0.253
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 8 (TEI Drag and Drop)

Passage:
Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie & from Who
Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
See Image
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.2.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting
8.2.2.c.iii
information on the same topic and identify where the texts
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
0.446
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 9 (Constructed Response)

See Prose Constructed Response Rubric, Sample Responses & Annotations section on page 16 for additional
item information.
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 10 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
D
B
Use the relationship between particular words to better
8.2.3.b.iii
understand each of the words.
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.1.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
0.231
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 11 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
B
C
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.1.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or
8.2.1.a.iii
drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.
0.357
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Item Set 1 – Question 12 (TEI Inline Choice)

Passage:
Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
See Image
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.1.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters
8.2.1.b.iii
and the audience or reader (for example: created through the use
of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
0.488
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 13 (Selected Response; Selected Response)

Passage:
Part A Answer:
Part B Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

P Value:

Item Information
from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
A
A
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.1.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its
8.2.1.a.ii
development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text.
0.532
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Item Set 1 ‐ Question 14 (TEI Drag and Drop)

Passage:
Answer:
Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS)
Evidence Outcomes:

Item Information
from A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
See Image
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
8.2.1.a.i
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns
8.2.1.c.ii
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the
material is rendered new.

P Value:
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Grade 8
English Language Arts/Literacy

Prose Constructed
Response Rubric,
Sample Responses &
Annotations
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CMAS Scoring Rubric for Prose Constructed Response Items
Research Simulation Task (RST) and Literary Analysis Task (LAT)
Construct
Measured

Reading
Comprehen‐
sion and
Written
Expression

Knowledge
of Language
and
Conventions

Score Point 4

Score Point 3

Score Point 2

Score Point 1

Score Point 0

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

 demonstrates full
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and
inferentially by
providing an
accurate analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides effective
and comprehensive
development of the
claim or topic that is
consistently
appropriate to task,
purpose, and
audience;
 uses clear reasoning
supported by
relevant text‐based
evidence in the
development of the
claim or topic;
 is effectively
organized with clear
and coherent
writing;
 establishes and
maintains an
effective style.

 demonstrates
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a mostly
accurate analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides mostly
effective
development of
claim or topic that is
mostly appropriate
to task, purpose,
and audience;
 uses mostly clear
reasoning supported
by relevant text‐
based evidence in
the development of
the claim or topic;
 is organized with
mostly clear and
coherent writing;
 establishes and
maintains a mostly
effective style.

 demonstrates basic
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a
generally accurate
analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides some
development of
claim or topic that is
somewhat
appropriate to task,
purpose, and
audience;
 uses some
reasoning and text‐
based evidence in
the development of
the claim or topic;
 demonstrates some
organization with
somewhat coherent
writing;
 has a style that is
somewhat effective.

 demonstrates
limited
comprehension of
ideas stated
explicitly and/or
inferentially by
providing a
minimally accurate
analysis;
 addresses the
prompt and
provides minimal
development of
claim or topic that
is limited in its
appropriateness to
task, purpose, and
audience;
 uses limited
reasoning and text‐
based evidence;
 demonstrates
limited
organization and
coherence;
 has a style that is
minimally
effective.

 demonstrates no
comprehension of
ideas by providing
an inaccurate or no
analysis;
 is undeveloped
and/or
inappropriate to
task, purpose, and
audience;
 includes little to no
text‐based evidence;
 lacks organization
and coherence;
 has an
inappropriate style.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates full
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be a few minor
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage,
but meaning is clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates some
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that
occasionally impede
understanding, but
the meaning is
generally clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates limited
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There
may be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that often
impede
understanding.

The student response
to the prompt does
not demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English at
the appropriate level
of complexity.
Frequent and varied
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage
impede
understanding.
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CMAS Scoring Rubric for Prose Constructed Response Items
Narrative Task (NT)
Construct
Measured

Written
Expression

Knowledge of
Language and
Conventions

Score Point 4

Score Point 3

Score Point 2

Score Point 1

Score Point 0

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

The student response

 is effectively
developed with
narrative
elements and is
consistently
appropriate to
the task;
 is effectively
organized with
clear and
coherent writing
 establishes and
maintains an
effective style.

 is mostly
effectively
developed with
narrative
elements and is
mostly
appropriate to
the task;
 is organized with
mostly clear and
coherent writing
 establishes and
maintains a
mostly effective
style.

 is developed with
some narrative
elements and is
generally
appropriate to
the task;
 demonstrates
some
organization with
somewhat
coherent writing;
 has a style that is
somewhat
effective.

 is minimally
developed with
few narrative
elements and is
limited in its
appropriateness
to the task;
 demonstrates
limited
organization and
coherence;
 has a style that
has limited
effectiveness.

 is undeveloped
and/or
inappropriate to
the task;
 lacks organization
and coherence;
 has an
inappropriate
style.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates full
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be a few minor errors
in mechanics,
grammar, and usage,
but meaning is clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates some
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that
occasionally impede
understanding, but
the meaning is
generally clear.

The student response
to the prompt
demonstrates limited
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity. There may
be errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage that often
impede
understanding.

The student response
to the prompt does
not demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English at the
appropriate level of
complexity. Frequent
and varied errors in
mechanics, grammar,
and usage impede
understanding.

NOTE:
 The reading dimension is not scored for elicited narrative stories.
 The elements of coherence, clarity, and cohesion to be assessed are expressed in the grade‐level standards 1‐4
for writing.
 Tone is not assessed in grade 6.
 Per the CCSS, narrative elements in grades 3‐5 may include: establishing a situation; organizing a logical event
sequence; describing scenes, objects, or people; developing characters’ personalities; and using dialogue as
appropriate. In grades 6‐8, narrative elements may include, in addition to the grades 3‐5 elements: establishing
a context, situating events in a time and place, developing a point of view, and developing characters’ motives.
The elements to be assessed are expressed in grade‐level standards 3 for writing.
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Sample Responses & Annotations ‐ ITEM SET 1
Item Set 1 ‐ Question 9 (Constructed Response)

Passage:
Answer:

Item Information
from The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie & from Who
Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On
See Sample Responses & Annotations

Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) Evidence Outcomes
8.2.1.a.i
8.2.1.a.ii
8.2.1.a.iii

8.2.1.b.i
8.2.1.b.ii
8.2.1.b.iii

8.2.1.c.ii

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of
a character, or provoke a decision.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other texts.
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each
text contributes to its meaning and style.
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (for example:
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths,
traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered
new.
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Anchor Paper 1 – Score Point 4
Sample Student
Response:

The Shakespeare authorship issue is extremely important to the authors of the text, each author utilizes
evidence from the time of Shakespeare to support their claims.
In a passage from William Shakespeare: Playwrite & Poet by Emma Carlson Berne, Berne demonstrates how
important the Shakespeare authorship issue is by describing how in depth the the work done on him has
been, and supports her claims about Shakespeare by pointing out a lack of evidence. Berne begins this
passage by pointing out a lack of knowledge about Shakespeare but writes, however, that "great, thick
biographies have been written about the poet for centuries." This demonstrates the importance of
Shakespeare and the authorship debate to the author. She uses diction with words like "great" and "thick"
to demonstrate the expansive and important knowledge gathered on Shakespeare and this debate. This
large expanse of work alone demonstrates how important this issue is. Berne uses lack of knowledge to
support a claim about Shakespeare not being the author when she writes that, "This lack of documentation
has led some scholars to argue that there is little or no proof that Shakespeare wrote the works attributed
to him." Here Berne focuses on a lack of knowledge about Shakespeare to support a claim. By focusing on
this lack she demonstrates the possibility that Shakespeare did not write his plays.
In a passage from "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie" by Robert Levin,
Levin demonstrates the severity of the level of importance of the Shakespeare issue, he then further
supports his opinion by alluding to famous and respected authors with the same opinion. John Orloff is a
researcher and writer who has been studying this topic. He was a part of the controversial
movie Anonymous, a film centered around the theory that Shakespeare did not write his plays. Levin
demonstrates the importance of the Shakespeare authorship issue when Levin writes, "The Shakespearean
authorship question has been a 20‐year obsession for screenwriter John Orloff." Here the authorship uses
diction to demonstrate how the issue is of the utmost importance to Orloff. The uses of words such as
"obsession" combines with the time frame of 20 years to demonstrate the extreme importance of this issue
to the authors. Orloff supports his theory about the debate when using the author Mark Twain as an
example. He writes, "Mark Twain could never have written about the Mississippi had he not been a
Mississippi riverboat pilot.... I happen to believe that Shakespeare didn't have the life to draw from to write
about court intrigue," Here he juxtaposes Mark Twain's experiences and Shakespeare's to support his
opinion. By contrasting Twain experience with what he wrote about to Shakespeare's lack there of he
demonstrates how Shakespeare may not have been the author.
In a passage from Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes on by Renee Montagne,
Montagne demonstrates how important the issue is by showing how redound authors debate on the issue,
she the supports her claim by pointing evidence directly from Shakespeare. Montagne writes about how the
redound author Mark Twain wrote on this. She summarizes his writing as "Mark Twain Wasn't Buying It".
This demonstrates the importance of the issue. Not only does this allude to how long the debate has been
going on but also demonstrates how it is so important even the most redound engage in it. She then
proceeds to support a claim by writing about evidence directly from the hand of Shakespeare proves he
wrote it. she writes that the "name William Shakespeare appeared on some of the plays published during
his lifetime." Here by demonstrating how there is documented proof of Shakespeare being the author of the
works attributed to him.

Overall, the issue of Shakespearean authorship is of the utmost importance and is demonstrated by the
mass amount of work done on it, the obsession over it, and the time in which the debate has gone on.
Authors support there claims on whether Shakespeare authored his own works by alluding to famous
authors and direct evidence from Shakespeare.
Annotation for Sample Full comprehension is demonstrated through the accurate analysis of both how the authors use evidence to
Student Response:
support their claims as well as show the Shakespeare authorship issue is important to them. For each
passage there is a comprehensive evaluation of how the author used evidence which is done through
relevant text‐based details, clear reasoning, and accurate analysis (She uses diction with words like "great"
and "thick… Here he juxtaposes Mark Twain's experiences and Shakespeare's to support his opinion… She
then proceeds to support a claim by writing about evidence directly from the hand of Shakespeare proves he
wrote it.). Included in the discussion of each is how this evidence demonstrates the importance of the issue
to that author. The effective organization and use of language result in clear coherent writing and is
consistently appropriate to the task.
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Anchor Paper 2 – Score Point 4
Sample Student
Response:

In all three of the passages, the Shakespeare authorship issue is very important to the authors. In
"Playwright & Poet" Emma Carlson Berne explains how there is a debate on if Shakespeare realy was the
author of all the great plays, poems and everything else. She also explains about Shakespeare scholars. She
never states her opinion on if Shakespeare was the author or not but she seems to be leaning towards that
he is not the autor. In "The Screenwriter forAnonumous Defends His Controversial Movie" John Orloff has a
very strong opinion that Shakespeare was not the author. He is telling Robet Levin about how and why he
wrote the movie. In "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On" it talks about evidence from both
sides, about how how there were no records or how that he was simply genius. The author in this passage
also does not state their opinion but gives information to support both sides of the story.
In "Playwright & Poet" the author (Emma Carlson Berne) talks about what scholars are and what some
are doing to find more about Shakespeare. She exclaims that there is little known about Shakespeare. Emma
then introduces the authorship debate about if Shakespeare really did write everything but she gives way
more information about how he isn't the author rather than evidence hinting that he was. This made me
think that she was leaning more towards the debate that he is not the author. She states that there is a lack
of documentation for one of her reasons why Shakespeare could not be the author. I think the Shakespeare
authorship issue is very important to Emma since she has spent lots of time studying the topic.
In "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie" John Orloff made a movie about
how Shakespeare was not the author. He has found lots of evidence supporting his claim like that there is no
evidence supporting that Shakespeare did write the plays or that there is no first‐hand documentary
evidence. He goes on to explain about his film and why he did what he did. The film had lots of controversial
effects from it but John did not care. The Shakespeare authorship issure is extremely important to him since
he has spent 20 years on the subject and made a movie too.
In "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays Debate Goes On" Renee gives reasons why people think that he is not
the author and reasons why people think she is the author. One of her reasons that people didn't think that
he was the author is that there was no evidence of education but for his writings he would of had to have an
education. She then brigns in a scholar named Stephen Greenblatt to discuss why he is the author. He stated
that the evidence is simply that Shakespeare's name appeared on some of the plays published during his
lifetime. The Shakespeare authorship issure is important to Renee since she is wanting to learn more about
the topic and it is also important to Greenblatt sincehe has spent years studying and has a strong opionion
on the matter.
Since the Shakespeare authorship issue is important to all of the authors in all of the passages, they give
lots of information to the reader about the issue. in the first passage Emma states more evidence pointing
towards the fact that he was not the author like that he left very few documentation behind. In the second
passage John states that he fully does not think that he was not the author simply due to the fact that there
is no evidence. In the third passage the author states information towards that he is the author and that he
isn't. Ultimately the subject of Shakespeare being the author is undicisive but a very important issue.

Annotation for Sample Full comprehension is demonstrated in the response through the accurate analysis of both how the
Student Response:
evidence is used by the authors and how that shows the importance of the Shakespeare authorship issue to
them. For each passage there is effective and comprehensive development of the topic through relevant
text‐based evidence and clear reasoning to provide a review of the author’s argument, an evaluation of the
type of evidence used, what that reveals about the author’s opinion on the subject, and an analysis of why
the passage shows this topic is important to the author. Overall, the response is consistently appropriate to
the task, is effectively organized and is written in a clear, coherent style.
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Anchor Paper 3 – Score Point 3
Sample Student
Response:

The issue of the Shakespeare authorship is of great importance to the writers of
William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet, "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial
Movie", and "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On". The authorship is important to them
because they believe that William Shakespeare couldn't have written the extraordinary plays and sonnets he
was so thought to have written. These authors portray the importance through different ways.
In the first article William Shakespeare: Paywright & Poet that author shows the reader how important
the authorship of Shakespeare is by giving theories on different ideas people have about who could've
written Shakespeare's plays. For example in the text it reads, "Other scholars have suggested a variety of
people who might actually be the author of Shakespeare's work: the playwright and poet Christopher
Marlowe, the philosopher Francis Bacon, and a playwright, poet, and earl named Edward de Vere.". This
quote is showing that the people have different ideas about who other than Shakespeare could've written
the plays. In conclusion the author shows the reader how important the authorship of Shakespeare is by
giving different theories on who might've written the plays.
In the second article "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie" the author
shows the readers how the important the authorship of Shakespeare is by speaking with screenwriter John
Orloff who believes Shakespeare isnt the writer of the plays. For example in the text it reads, "...One has to
make the leap that this young man from Stratford‐upon‐Avon, brilliant though he may have been, would
have had [to have had] one heck of an education to write these things.". in this quote it shows how the
screenwriter doesn't believe Shakespeare could've written the plays because of his lack of education. In
conclusion the author demonstrates the importance of the authorship of Shakespeare by speaking with a
screenwriter who, because of his disbelief, made a film on how Shakespeare was not the writer of the
famous plays.
In the final article, "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On", the author shows the readers the
importance of the authorship of Shakespeare by having different opinions brought into the article to provide
insight to the different ways the debate could go. For example, in the text it reads, "'Like most scholars, I
think it's reasonably clear that the man from Stratford wrote the plays.." In this the quote explains how
Stephen Greenblatt believes Shakespeare wrote the plays. Adding on in the same text it reads, "we Would
certainly have to be able to support how he learned his languages, how he received his education, how he
gained his exposure to the lifestyle of the rich and famous, how he had access to the court...We cannon
support any of that for Shakespeare." In this quote it's explaining how this person believes Shakespeare
wouldn't have had the knowledge to be able to write the plays he was thought to write. In conclusion, the
author shows how important the authorship of Shakespeare is by having people give their different opinions
on the topic.

Overall the three authors show the importance of the authorship of Shakespeare by giving different
opinions throughout each article.
Annotation for Sample The response provides mostly accurate analysis of how the Shakespeare authorship issue is important to the
Student Response:
three authors. The mostly effective development of the topic for each passage includes a statement of the
type of evidence included in the passage, a cited statement from the passage as support, an explanation of
what the quote is saying, and then a statement of analysis of how that shows the importance of the topic to
the author. There is some repetition in the information provided, but it is mostly effective. This approach is
appropriate to the task, and the organization and use of the language result in mostly clear and coherent
response.
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Anchor Paper 4 – Score Point 3
Sample Student
Response:

Emma Carlson Berne, Robert Levin, and Renee Montagne all show a way of saying that Shakespeare might
not have been who everyone thinks he is. Everyone thinks that Shakespeare was amazing and wrote all
these wonderful plays, sonnets, and poems ,but in reality very little is known about him even being
documented and many think that he is not the author of the plays, sonnets, and poems.
Emma Carlson Berne feels that there is little to no documentation of William Shakespeare's life and that he
might not have been the writer of such amazing work. Emma Carlson Berne believes that Shakespeare had
not written everything because of how little to no documentation there is. The text from "William
Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet" states,"Despite Shakespeare's fame, little is known about him. What is
known for certain about Shakespeare could be written in a few paragraphs. Yet great, thick biographies have
been written about the poet for centuries." Although this quote states that great thick biographies have
been written about Shakespeare, these biographies are about his so called "work" which make
Shakespeare's life not such a big deal which also measn he was not accurately documented. This is basically
saying that Emma Carlson Berne claims to not believe that the work is that of Shakespeare's.
Robert Levin writes about how the screenwriter John Orloff speaks about how his movie is based off of his
opinion that Shakespeare had not written the plays or created all the other masterpieces. John Orloff
believes that Shakespeare is not the author and here is why. The text "The Screenwriter for Anonymous
Defends His Controversial Movie" states,"For me, you have to start off with the fact that there's no evidence
he wrote the plays.... There's no first‐hand documentary evidence." This proves that John Orloff believes
that Shakespeare had not written them because if he had written them, Shakespeare would have had some
type of documentation or some type of evidence that he wrote all of the plays, poems, and sonnets.

Renee Montagne writes about how William Shakespeare had no record of having had written the poems,
plays, sonnets or created any of the other masterpieces. Renee Montagne believes that a man from such a
culture like Shakespeare could not have written such wonderful things or even have a writing career. The
text from "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On" states,"They all speak to the activity of a man
who is principally a businessman; a man who is delinquent in paying his taxes; who was cited for hoarding
grain during a famine... whom there is no contemporary evidence of a writing career. And many of us find
that rather astonishing." This proves that Renee believes that someone like Shakespeare did not have a
writing career to be able to write or create things like the ones he is put up to, she believes that someone
like him who was a delinquent and hoarder, does not have the ability to write as amazing as this writing is
put as.
Annotation for Sample In this response comprehension and mostly accurate analysis is demonstrated by explaining how the
Student Response:
evidence shows the opinion of each author on this issue. The importance of the issue to the authors is not
directly addressed, but for all three passages there is development of the opinion of the author which
includes relevant textual evidence and mostly clear reasoning of how that evidence reveals the author’s
opinion (This proves that Renee believes that someone like Shakespeare did not have a writing career to be
able to write or create things like the ones he is put up to…). The response is mostly appropriate the task and
the organization and language used produce a mostly clear and coherent response.
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Anchor Paper 5 – Score Point 2
In the passages "William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet", "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His
Controversial Movie", and "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? The Debate Goes On", the authors give a
theory that Shakespeare was not the person who wrote his plays.
The first author focuses on the lack of documents about Shakespeare's life. In "William Shakespeare:
Playwright & Poet", the text states, "The greatest Western dramatist in history left no letters and no diaries‐
he did not even sign some of his plays." This quote shows that there is little evidence to support the idea
that Shakespeare was the author to some of his plays.
The second author interviews a screenwriter who says that there are no records of Shakespeare having an
education, and that he would need one to write the plays with the metaphors that he did. In "The
Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie", the text states, "And yet there's no record
of him having attended any school, anywhere." This quote shows that Shakespeare may not have gotten the
education he would have needed to write the plays that he did.
The third author mentions both. In "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On", the quotes "And
he's the only presumed writer of his time for whom there is no contemporary evidencec of a writing career,"
and "Remarkable...even for a village lad if he were a genius," show that there is little evidence supporting
the idea that Shakespeare wrote his plays by showing how there are few documents and showing that he
was a village boy, likely unable to have such a high level of education.
Clearly, the authors give theories that Shakespeare was not the one to write his plays.
Annotation for Sample This response demonstrates a basic understanding by explaining how the evidence in each passage supports
Student Response:
the author’s opinion that Shakespeare was not the real author. For each passage there is some development
of the topic through a statement of the author’s theory, a cited statement from the text for support, and an
explanation of what that evidence shows about the topic (This quote shows that Shakespeare may not have
gotten the education he would have needed to write the plays that he did.). This demonstrates generally
appropriate analysis of the topic; however, the topic of the importance of the topic to the author’s is not
addressed. There is some organization in a somewhat effective style. The response is somewhat appropriate
to the task.
Sample Student
Response:

Anchor Paper 6 – Score Point 2
Sample Student
Response:

There is no one in America that hasn't heard of the great writer, William Shakespeare. You may think of all
his different plays, from Hamlet, to Romeo and Juliet. But wait, what if Shakespeare didn't actually write
those magnificent playbook stories. A debate has gone on for years questioning his authorship. Many
scholars have very voiced opinions on this subject.
There are many scholars who take their time studying Shakespeare, nonetheless, the author
from William Shakespeare: Playwrite and Poet, states that little is actually known about the author. Scholars
have looked at his legal documentations, and read his poems for clues.
In the second article, the screenwriter of a Shakespearean movie tries to defend his historical movie,
which is all about who wrote Shakespeare's plays. He has battled with this historical debate for twenty
years, and was so intrigued that he wrote a movie about it.
In the third article, the author argues with others on Shakespeare's actual connection to the play
composing. He uses lots of research and evidence to support his claim and argue with the other side. He also
wrote a book, Will in the World, to help support his claim. That right there is dedication if you ask me.

As you can see, while this doesn't seem like a huge deal to us, to many others it is. People spend decades
researching, writing, and looking at historical documentations to try and prove that in fact, Shakespeare was
the big mastermind that we all believe him to be.
Annotation for Sample This response demonstrates a basic understanding and is somewhat appropriate to the task by discussing
Student Response:
the evidence in each passage about the Shakespeare authorship issue. Some development is provided
through a brief summary of what evidence each author provides, and for the second and third article there
is some analysis of that evidence (tries to defend his historical movie…That right there is dedication if you
ask me). Some organization is present, and the style is somewhat effective.
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Anchor Paper 7 – Score Point 2
Sample Student
Response:

In, "William Shakespeare: Playwright and poet", Emma Carlson appears to assume that Shakespeare did
write everything, and rather goes into to detail of how his history is being uncovered. She does this by citing
the many ways Shakespeare's background can be looked into. For example, she states, "Scholars look to
Shakespeare's legal and church documents to learn about his life." as well as "Scholars continue to study the
life of William Shakespeare. They try to uncover mysteries of his life to learn more about the man who
produced so many great works of literature."
In, "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends His Controversial Movie.", Robert immediately assumes
Shakespeare did not write everything, and uses various resources to show how he concluded this. For
example, He states, "I was very tenuous at first and unconvinced, as many people are. And then I kept
reading and reading and reading, and the more I read, the more convinced I became" and "For me, you have
to start off with the fact that there's no evidence he wrote the plays." Robert gives many reasons as to why
Shakespeare couldn't have possibly known all he did without a formal education (of which he does not
have).

In, "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On" Renee takes a far more neutral approach, and
instead cites what others think of the Shakespeare debate. Thoughout the text, she is constantly quoting
what Mark Twain has said, as well as what Prof. Greenblatt has said. After giving us information from both
sides, Renee leaves us to make our own decision on the matter.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates basic understanding and is somewhat appropriate to the task by providing a
Student Response:
generally accurate analysis on the opinion of each author on the Shakespeare authorship issue (appears to
assume that Shakespeare did write everything… immediately assumes Shakespeare did not write everything
… takes a far more neutral approach). For each passage, there is some development through a statement of
that opinion, what kind of evidence was used and then relevant text evidence support, but no further
explanation is provided. The importance of the issue to the authors is not addressed. There is some
organization with somewhat coherent writing.

Anchor Paper 8 – Score Point 1
Shakespeare's authorship is an important issue to other authors because it is a heavily debated topic. "One
of the only personal documents he left behind was his will. This lack of documentation has made
Shakespeare's activities difficult to trace."
Shakespeare didn't leave anything about himself so people don't know much about him. "Wheather
Shakespeare did write the plays or didn't write the plays, we're being taught a lot of bunk about William
Shakespeare." Robert belives that Shakespeare didn't write the plays and if we all belived he did than it
would be a shame for the person actually wrote all of them. "But there's no record that this Shakespeare
owened any books, wrote letters, and the half‐dozen signatures attributed to him aare legal documents
only." People don't have any proof that Shakespeare actually wrote all the things that he's famous for. This
issue is important to other writers because it is a heavily debated topic all around.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates limited comprehension.
There is minimal analysis of the topic by stating that it is important because it is “heavily debated.” This idea
Student Response:
is not further developed. What is provided is a cited statement about Shakespeare from each text followed
by a restatement of what that information is saying. No further development or reasoning is provided. The
limited development and organization result in a response that is limited in appropriateness to the task.
Sample Student
Response:
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Anchor Paper 9 – Score Point 1
In all three of the passages about shakespeare talk about how he didn't even right his poems and plays
that someone else did.
In the passage "William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet ", they talk about how shakespeare didn't really
have a documentery and how shakespeare's life was hidden in a way, but no one acually knows his life
before and after he became a playwrighter and a poet.
In the passage "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends his Controversial Movie", they talk about how
Shakespeare did't really write all the poems and the plays that are under his name. They were wondering
how a guy like him with a not so good education is now one of the most known poet and playwrighter in the
world.
In the passage "Who Wrote shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On" also talks about how William
Shakespeare didn't wright the poems and the plays that he made. They said that Shakespeare didn't wright
any letters, read or even buy any books, and the only thing that they found him wright was some signatures
on legal documents.
That is all the different ways that people don't agree with how William Shakespeare is being thought of
now.
Annotation for Sample The response demonstrates limited comprehension. For each passage there is a summary of the information
Student Response:
included about opinions of Shakespeare and authorship. No explanation or further analysis of the
information is provided. This response is limited in its appropriateness of the task.
Sample Student
Response:

Anchor Paper 10 – Score Point 1
Sample Student
Response:

Each passage describes and elaborates on who wrote the Shakespeare plays. It seems to matter very much,
and they give their strong opinions. In William Shakespeare: Playwright & Poet, it describes reasoning to
why people deny that Shakespeare wrote the plays, saying the lack of documents or letters lead to the
controversy. But they also state there is true reason to deny his authorship.
In "The Screenwriter for Anonymous Defends his Controversial Movie," he explains why de doubts that
Shakespeare was the author, elaborating on evidence. He says there's no documented evidence, and he
couldn't have had a high enough education to be able to write with his skill level.

In "Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays? Debate Goes On," they explain he couldn't have had the education,
and he was never documented as a writer. There were no records stating that he wrote any letters
or owned any books. They also state it was completely possible for him to have written the plays, but quite
astonishing at the writing level they are at.
Annotation for Sample he response demonstrates limited comprehension of the passages and task. In the beginning there a
Student Response:
minimally accurate statement of analysis (It seems to matter very much, and they give their strong
opinions.), which is not further developed. For each passage, there is a summary of what information is
included without any additional explanation. There is limited organization. Overall, this response is limited in
its appropriateness to the task.
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Anchor Paper 11 – Score Point 0
Sample Student
Response:

In Playwrite & Poet it says that "Scholars continue to study the life of William Shakespeare. They try to
uncover the mysteries of his life to learn more about the man who produced so many great works of
literature." This means that no one really knows that much about him.

Annotation for Sample The response is not appropriate to the task as it attempts to address the prompt but is an undeveloped
Student Response:
response with information from only one passage.

Anchor Paper 12 – Score Point 0
Sample Student
Response:

in all three passages it talks about how nobody knows everything about Shakespeare and one talked about h
ow you could probably write a couple of paragraphs about him.

Annotation for Sample The response is not appropriate to the task as it is a single sentence that attempts to address the topic of
Student Response:
what is in the passages. The information is undeveloped and demonstrate little or no comprehension.
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